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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A L asting E ducation
Your marvelous story on Mary Clapp (Fall
2002 Montanan) prompts these words. One
of our assignments from Mary Clapp, during
an English course, was to write a secondary
source paper. My long abiding interest in
antiques caused me to write on Josiah
Wedgwood, English potter bom 1730. The
research was most enlightening and made
many lasting impressions. During a visit to
the Smithsonian, it was thrilling to see and
recognize one of Wedgwood’s copies of the
famous Portland Vase. Thank you Mary
Clapp.
During a visit to the Hermitage, my gaze
was directed to a case of dinnerware, the
Green Frog Service, commissioned by
Catherine the Great 1773'1774 for the
Palace of Chesman. The designs were of
famous buildings in England, each topped by
a Green Frog. In many cases they are the
only surviving records of former buildings. A
few years ago the current Wedgwood factory
made a few ‘limited editions’ of some of the
Frog Service and it was my fortune to obtain
one of them for my collection. Although my
grade was average, what a wealth of knowl
edge and enjoyment. Thank you Mary Clapp.
Don T. Stagg ’55, '59
Blaine, Washington

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent more than a
year ago and, unfortunately, placed in the wrong
folder. Imagine my chagrin to find such an interesting letter lost in the heap and unacknowledged.
I decided, however, that the message holds up and
I offer it here, with my apologies to Don. - JM

Buckskin C harlie
I’ve just finished looking through the
Winter 2003 (Montanan) and was excited to
read the note on Valerie Jean Yule Walther
’49, Missoula. Valerie notes regarding her
collection of spoons that her favorite is a
Butte teaspoon featuring Buckskin Charlie,
the scout who took Teddy Roosevelt up the
Gallatin River and into Yellowstone Park. It
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is possible the Buckskin Charlie of the spoon
was my great-grandfather, as that is the name
he went by when he rode with the U.S.
Cavalry as an Indian scout. As Buckskin
Charlie Robards, he rode with General
Custer at least once and only by a fluke was
not with the party at the ill-fated battle.
Jeannie Green
Ashland, Oregon

L et ’s H ear I t for
F orestry School

the

WOW! What a tremendous time my
family and I enjoyed during Homecoming
weekend. Being recognized as a distinguished
alum is an extreme personal honor, but being
recognized for accomplishments in forestry
and natural resources is of particular satisfac
tion. I believe the award signals how impor
tant our nation’s forests have become and
how important forestry colleges have been
and are in preparing students to assume pro
fessional responsibilities.
Reflecting on my years at UM (19631967) made me realize that I received much
more than technical training. I remember
many of my professors who truly became role
models and have had a strong influence on
me. It also occurred to me that forty years
from now, alumni will be referring to the cur
rent faculty in the same way. Dean Perry
Brown, his faculty members, and program
leaders are a quality team. I am extremely
impressed with the entire forestry program at
the University. I salute these committed edu
cators and program leaders who are shaping
the natural resource professionals of the
future. Their responsibility is awesome.
Another thing that struck me was how
many of my student colleagues have
remained friends and associates over the
years. So, for you students, remember that
many of the acquaintances you are making
now will last a lifetime.
UM had a great forestry school when I
was a student and is now a top forestry col
lege in the nation. I challenge my fellow

alumni (of all ages) to reconsider your
strategy for contributions to the College of
Forestry and Conservation. I have! The
college is a great place to put your money.
Consider your financial support as an invest
ment in people who will influence decisions
regarding our national and global natural
resources for many years to come. Also, Dean
Brown told me that there are many opportu
nities for voluntary involvement of alumni in
advancing the agenda of the college. Let’s do
our part to help out!
Phil Janik '67
Vancouver, Washington

A h , T hose V oluntary
Subscribers
The Montanan is the best alumni maga
zine that arrives at our house. We receive
three. My family [members] all enjoy reading
what is happening on campus and in the state.
Betty Reynolds
Sunnyvale, California

Just because we live so nearby and enjoy
the U in every way we can, there’s no excuse
for our not paying our share. We read the
magazine from cover to cover. Thanks.
Dorothy Miller Petersen '40
Poison, Montana

G rateful Soldiers
The following letter was sent to UM Executive
Vice President Bob Frazier and reprinted here
with his permission.
Mr. Frazier, please accept this letter of
appreciation from forty-five grateful soldiers
from Montana. Your support during the holi
day season helped to make a tough situation
more tolerable. We are stationed in Kuwait
and have been here since April [2003]. Being
away from family is difficult. Your support
helped demonstrate to the soldiers that we
have not been forgotten and that our sacri
fices are appreciated. The hats, mugs, socks,
pins, and pens from UM made great stocking
stuffers.
We also would like to congratulate you
on a successful football season. Many of our
soldiers received their college degrees from
UM. I purchased season tickets in the North
End Zone and look forward to using them
next year. I look forward to meeting you and
thanking you in person when our unit
returns to Montana.

j

i

Ronda Scott
Command Sergeant Major
495th Transportation Battalion
Navistar, Kuwait
•
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his issue of the Montanan features a discussion of risin
concern within American society. In Montana we
often assume mistakenly that things happen only to us, not to
the rest of the country. In other respects, we frequently tend to
suspect comparisons, believing that Montana and Montanans
have no comparators. W hat matters, as people say, has to do
with actual experience, not with so-called peer comparisons.
Nonetheless, even Montanans cannot escape the reality of mo<
em life. Emerging trends affect us as they affect other Americai
and we ignore them at our peril.
Access to higher education has emerged as one of the signif
cant national concerns of the twenty-first century. Increasing
numbers of people, probably the majority of Americans today,
worry about access to higher education for their children in vie
of rising costs: witness the debates in congressional committees
about the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. But
most people, even those who claim to be informed, have little
understanding of the factors that explain the recent and rapid
increases in tuition.
As states have responded to needs in other sectors of society
they have reduced the percentages of total budgets allocated tc
support higher education. W ith only two basic sources of sup
port—state appropriations and student tuition—colleges and
universities have had to rely on tuition increases in order to

assure access for those qualified to benefit from an education of
appropriate quality in this increasingly technological world.
W hen state support lags, tuition rises and that tends to occur
during difficult economic times when people have fewer
resources to deal with the resultant burden.
Clearly, we need a new approach, one
that builds on the universal agreement
about the direct and close relationship
between a vibrant and responsive system
of affordable higher education and a
robust economy. We cannot have one
without the other, and we cannot simply
assume that one will automatically stim
ulate the other. Rather we must have
deliberate policies that recognize the
symbiotic relationships and build upon
them. The time has come for some new thought about an insti
tution responsible for the justly acclaimed accomplishments of
American (and Montanan) society.

George M. Dennison *62, M.A. ’63
President

T he Present M eets
the Past
n May 11, UM’s Montana
Museum of A rt and Culture
opens a four-month exhibit of An
Artist with the Corps of Discovery, The Lewis
and Clark Suite, by Charles Fritz. The
show consists of sixty-five paintings of
Corps of Discovery historic scenes depicted
in today’s landscapes.
The UM exhibit launches a three-year,
nationwide tour. “It’s the largest undertak
ing this museum’s ever done,” says its new
director, Nelson Britt, noting the promo
tion, publication, insurance, and security
challenges involved in the tour.
Other venues over the next two years
will include the C.M. Russell Museum in
Great Falls; the Yellowstone Museum of
Art in Billings; the Oregon Historical

O

Charles Fritz works on a painting of the Bitterroot Valley a few miles from Missoula.

Society in Portland; the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, and the Booth Museum of Western Art in Cartersville, Georgia.
S p rin g 2 0 0 4 M ontanan
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The Sun Also Rises
on Prof. G erry Brenner
erry Brenner, a retired UM English
professor, became the fourth consecutive UM faculty member to
receive the Montana Professor of the Year
award when he was tapped for the 2003
honor by two national associations: the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching and the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education.
The prestigious honor recognizes one
professor from each state for outstanding
teaching at the undergraduate level. The
three previous UM professors who received
the award were: Esther England (music),
John Photiades (economics), and Merhdad
Kia (history).
UM President George Dennison nomi
nated Brenner for the award last spring dur
ing his final semester of teaching. In his
nomination letter, submitted with letters of
support from several generations of former
students, Dennison cited Brenner’s “pro
found love of teaching, his skill in the pro
fession, and his passion for the subjects he
teaches” as characteristics that distinguish
him as a respected professor among stu
dents and colleagues alike.

G

This reporter has her own memories. Back
in 1979 during my first semester o f graduate
school, 1 signed up for Gerry Brenner’s Ernest
Hemingway course against the advice o f wiser,
sawier master’s candidates. ‘You’ll want to
ease into the program,” my fellow students sug
gested. “So don’t, whatever you do, start out
with Brenner.”
Oh, come on. How hard could it be?
“He goes well beyond conveying infor
mation to students,” Dennison wrote. “He
insists that the students become engaged,
and he has refined methods of encouraging
them to think critically.”
Professor Brenner was brilliant, engaging,
provocative, and exacting. N ot far into the
course, he assigned the class a literary criticism
paper, the first of four.
A n internationally recognized authority
on Ernest Hemingway, Brenner has written
four books on the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author. He also has published dozens of
articles in scholarly journals and delivered
professional literary presentations at region
al, national, and international conferences.
Armed with stacks o fjournals, professional
theses, and research books, I began to weave

Gerry Brenner

together a net o f other scholars’ jewels. I
plucked cogent sentences from here, blinding
insight from there, scribbling my notes on colorcoded index cards, and collecting an impressive
amount o f documentation. Several weeks later
I turned in a twenty-page, meticulously foot
noted, loftily titled tome, an amalgam o f the
finest literary opinions on one of the most
raked-over Hemingway themes: the religious sym
bolism found in The Old Man and the Sea.
“For these reasons,” Dennison conclud
ed, “he has become a memorable teacher
and friend, albeit a demanding one, to
many graduates who continue to corre
spond with him many years after leaving
the University.”
To my intense displeasure and astonishment,
Professor Brenner give me a C for my efforts,
along with an admonition: 'You will have to
come up with some original thoughts if you
expect to do well in my class, Ms. MacDonald.”
Brenner nailed it: I’d been so busy gather
ing the ideas o f others, I’d neglected to come up
with any o f my own. That C infuriated, hum
bled, challenged, and changed me. I’ll never
forget it. O r Gerry Brenner.
- Paddy MacDonald

N ot J ust A nother Pretty Hamstring
Athletes at U M excelled not only in die sports arena this year, but netted some impressive
academic achievements as well.
During fall semester 2003, the student-athlete grade-point average was 2.92, and nearly half
the students earned a 3.0 or higher GPA. O f UM’s 325 athletes, thirty-nine made the Dean’s
List, which requires at least a 3.5 GPA; twenty-three of those students earned a perfect 4-0.
The women’s cross country/track team earned the highest GPA with an average of 3.51.
The women’s basketball, golf, track, and tennis teams, as well as the men’s tennis team, earned
GPAs of 3.0 or higher. The men’s basketball team earned a 2.57 average GPA, and nearly half
of UM’s Grizzly football team earned GPAs of 3.0 or higher.
“I am particularly pleased with the academic performance of UM’s student-athletes this
past semester,” says Jean Cornwall, UM assistant athletic director for Compliance and
Academic Services. “Every semester the student-athlete GPA remains steadily high. I am
incredibly proud o f each and every student.”
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A Step C loser to N ailing T hose W eather Forecasts
he University’s Numerical
Terradynamic Simulation Group’s
latest research plum, an estimated
$5 million mission from NASA, could help
you plan a ski vacation, know if your house
may be flooded in the spring thaw, or help
you decide when to plant your garden. But
don’t get excited yet; it will take a few
years. The mission’s HYDROS satellite is
set to launch in 2009.

I

UM ’s researchers, leaders in developing
Earth monitoring software, will produce
software for the HYDROS satellite, which
will study the Earth’s freeze-thaw transition
and soil moisture on a daily basis. The
team will write code for the freeze-thaw
portion of the mission and will distribute
the resulting data once the satellite is in
orbit.
Running says studying the Earth’s
freeze-thaw characteristics on a global scale
should lead to improved weather
forecasting, better flood prediction,
and a keener understanding of how
spring thaws trigger the growing sea
son.
“This really takes us into the next
generation of remote-sensing
research,” says Running. “We
thought this Earth-monitoring prod
uct up from scratch and we are going

to produce it here and distribute it here
from the beginning. This will be the most
original work our lab has ever done.”
Running and John Kimball, a faculty
member based at UM ’s Flathead Lake
Biological Station, will be co-investigators
in the project. The other half of the
HYDROS satellite science, the soil mois
ture component, will be handled by scien
tists at Princeton University, Goddard
Space Flight Center, and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
The NTSG group has designed software
for two other satellites: Terra and Aqua,
which are part of NASA’s Earth Observing
System. Terra, four years into a six-year
mission, measures Earth’s soil, vegetation,
and related indicators, and Aqua, launched
three years ago, measures rainfall, snow, sea
ice, temperature, humidity, vegetation, soil
moisture, and clouds.

Steve Running

Peace Corps Friendly
^ " l ^ h e Peace Corps has released its 2004
list of ‘Top Producing Colleges and
1 Universities,” and UM-Missoula has
again made the top ten in the category for
medium-sized institutions.
UM, with thirty-five volunteers, ranked
tenth nationally among colleges with
undergraduate enrollments between 5,001
and 15,000. Last year UM, with thirty-two
in the corps, tied for tenth place with
Stanford University. This year’s ranking
puts UM ahead of institutions such as
Notre Dame, Yale, and Harvard. Montana
State University-Bozeman finished in
twenty-third place with twenty-five volun
teers in the program.
Institutions that headed the list this year
had an average of fifteen percent more vol

unteers than last year, reflecting a growing
trend of more college graduates joining the
Peace Corps.
The University of Wisconsin at
Madison topped the list for the tenth year
in a row with 142 volunteers, up from 123
last year.
“We at Peace Corps are pleased and
excited that an increasing number of col
lege alumni are not only considering Peace
Corps, but are answering the call to service
that is so necessary and imperative in our
global community,” says Director Gaddi H.
Vasquez. Since the Peace Corps was found
ed in 1961, more than 170,000 Americans
have served in 137 countries. A t present,
the Peace Corps has 7,533 volunteers and
trainees in 137 countries worldwide.

G reenough Stories
Those readers who sent in reminis
cences of Greenough Park may be won
dering if their gems ended up in a cir
cular file. Rest assured, they did not.
Selected submissions will be featured in
our next issue. And we will consider
more submissions until May 1. We also
would like to encourage readers to send
images, photos, or fine art of the park
that we may use with the stories. Send
them to: The Montanan, 315 Brandy
Hall, The University of Montana,
Missoula, Montana 59812.

Spring 2004 Montanan
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Kyrgyzstan Scholar
Studies UM's System
rour students do such good work
here,” says Almazbek Akmataliev,
citing one of the positive experiences
he’s had while at UM. Akmataliev, head of
Naryn State University in Kyrgyzstan, spent
five months this year as a visiting Fulbright

Y

George Dennison, who traveled to
Kyrgyzstan the previous year to sign a collab
orative agreement with Naryn State
University, solidifying the university leaders’
commitment to cooperate on issues and pro
grams of mutual concern.
From October 2003 to March 2004,
Akmataliev studied the entire university sys
tem, focusing on strategic management, aca
demic enhancement and evaluation, and
professional development of administrators
and faculty members. His goal was to help
create a more effective higher education sys
tem in Kyrgyzstan.
“I hope to change and improve the cur
riculum, credit hours, financial management,
all parts of my university’s system,”
Akmataliev says, noting that UM’s 100-yearplus traditions make it a superb model for
Naryn, which is eight years old and has
4,000 students.
Akmataliev was impressed not only by
the quality of UM’s students, but also by the
professors, particularly their approach to
learning. “It’s more interactive here,”
Akmataliev says. “More discussion, ques
tions, and answers.”
Naryn State University already has begun
participating in UM’s Central Asian pro
gram. Talai Kazpekov, head of Naryn’s inter
national program, spent several months at
UM this past academic year. And as part of
the collaborative agreement, Akmataliev
plans to establish a Center for American
Studies at Naryn on his return to his native
country.

Almazbek Akmataliev

scholar, learning about American higher
education. “And the students have such
respect for their teachers,” he adds.
Rector Akmataliev came to UM in
October 2003 at the invitation of President
Spring 2004 Montanan

Kyrgyzstan gained independence from the
Soviet Union in 1991. With a population of
just under five million in a country about
the size of South Dakota, Kyrgyzstan is work
ing to develop a modem, competitive, and
financially self-sufficient system of higher
education. The Central Asian country faces
obstacles including a remote, mountainous
terrain, a low standard of living, and a poor
telecommunications structure.

A nd the
Envelope, Please
M’s University Relations, Alumni
Association, and Admissions and
New Student Services departments
won a basketful of awards in regional and
national competitions this spring.
University Relations’ team of journalists
returned from a CASE (Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education)
conference in Portland with six awards. UM
Web Content Manager Patia Stephens was
honored as a “Rising Star” in the communi
cations field; freelance writer Tom Lutey and
Montanan editor Joan Melcher received a
gold award for a story of Jess Roskelley’s
ascent of Mount Everest (Fall 2003); Rita
Munzenrider, director of the department,
garnered a silver award for the President’s
Report 2003; Paddy MacDonald, writer and
editor for the department, won a silver award
for her story on a UM alum fire incident
commander (Montanan Winter 2003); pho
tographer Todd Goodrich was honored with
a silver award for a photo used in the
President’s Report; and Vision editor Cary
Shimek and Montanan editor Joan Melcher
received bronze awards for their publications.
Julie Schwartz, associate director of UM’s
Alumni Association, also was honored as a
Rising Star in the alumni relations field.
This is the first year that one institution has
had two Rising Star winners.
In the national Admissions Marketing
Advertising Awards competition, the
University’s Total Public Relations Program
on Monte, the Capital One National
Mascot, won a Best of Show award and a
gold award; the President’s Report 2003 also
won a gold and University Relations
received three merit awards. Admissions and
New Student Services received a silver
award for a recruiting poster and a bronze for
its total recruitment package.

U
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ROTC AND

Commander M ake
the M arks
M’s Reserve Officer Training
Corps achieved a “personal best’
in 2003 with a ninth ranking in
the nation, led by the University’s first
woman commander, Lieutenant Colonel

U

Heather Ierardi.

Lieutenant Colonel Heather Ierardi

The UM program was one of 271
ROTC programs ranked by the Cadet
Command at Fort Monroe, Virginia. The
rankings are based on cadet performance
and how well each school meets it missions.
UM’s ROTC exceeded its mission to com
mission fifteen lieutenants out of its pro
gram into the active military when it commissiond twenty-one new officers in 2003.
“This speaks to the quality of our stu
dents and the success of our training pro
gram,” says Ierardi. “Our mission is to recruit
quality students, train them, and give them
the skills necessary to be officers.”
Ierardi is one of less than a dozen
women to chair one of the 270 military sci
ence departments in the country. A twenty-one-year veteran of the U.S. Army,
Ierardi says she feels right at home leading
UM’’s seventy-five member Grizzly

Battalion. “I haven’t noticed any obstacles,
but then I’m not looking for them,” she
says. “I feel very accepted.”
Ierardi served in the Middle East during
the Gulf War and in Kosovo as part of
United Nations peacekeeping forces. Her
last assignment was in Germany with the
1st Armor Division.
Ierardi holds several awards and decora
tions, including the Bronze Star, a
Meritorious Service Medal, and an Army
Commendation Medal, the
latter two with three oak leaf
clusters.
In her second year at UM,
Ierardi says she thoroughly
enjoys both her teaching
experience and living in
Montana. “I think my own
experiences can only help
when it comes to teaching,”
she says. “And it’s a good
chance for me to develop new
skills by working in a com
pletely different environment.’
Although she acknowledges she proba
bly would not have lived in Montana had

UM ROTC In training near Missoula

she not received her current assignment,
she adds, “This is a great place to live. And
this is the type of university I would like
my children to attend.” Ierardi, a Nebraska
native, lives in Missoula with her husband
and two children.
In order to continue her military career,
Ierardi will leave when her three-year
assignment expires in 2005. She already
has been accepted into the prestigious
Army War College in Washington, D.C.,
where she will receive advanced training.

Log on to the Montanan’s Web site,
www.themontanan.us to tell us
what you think about an article or to
write a letter to the editor.
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S T E P H E N S

cross th e cou n try , tu itio n a t p u b lic u n iv ersities is sky
ro c k e tin g to co v er shortfalls in sta te funding. S o m e say
^

h ig h tu itio n is a fair trad e for th e increased earn in g

^

pow er o f a college graduate. O th e rs p o in t to th e

BL eco n o m ic an d social value o f an educated citizenry,
arguing th a t th e state has a duty to support education. Still others suggest
th a t education goes h and-in-hand w ith a growing econom y— th a t it is a
rising tide to lift all boats.
Tackling this vast subject, w ith its stacks of statistics, is n o t for the timid.
A nd there is little agreement as to what can or should be done to remedy the
situation. To simplify matters, we’ve decided to let the numbers and the play
ers— alumni, students, parents, professors, administrators, and legislators—speak
for themselves. W hat follows is a snapshot of how different people are dealing
with the issue of rising costs and falling state support for higher education.

Alumna
CATHERINE BERTRAND EARNED two degrees
from UM: a bachelor’s in political science in 1994
and a juris doctorate from the School of Law in
1997. As a Massachusetts resident paying out-ofstate tuition, Bertrand left UM owing $62,000 in
federal loans. She went on to earn a graduate degree
in international law from Georgetown University,
adding another $40,000 in loan debt—half federal,
half private. In 2001, Bertrand consolidated her
seven federal loans—one for each year of school
at a fixed interest rate of 8.25 percent.
“Everyone seemed to be telling me to consolidate, as making seven loan payments a month didn t

seem logical,” Bertrand says. “I was never told that I
could not reconsolidate in the future.”
Now, age thirty-one and working as an interna
tional trade analyst with the U.S. Department of
Commerce in Washington, D.C., Bertrand is repay
ing $625 a month toward her federal loans. A little
over two years and $16,000 later, she owes only
$750 less than she originally consolidated. The
large debt and monthly payments have kept her
from her dream of buying a home.
Bertrand wrote a letter to the Montana Kaimm,
UM’s student newspaper, last September, encourag
ing readers to support passage of H.R. 2505, the

S p rin g 2 0 0 4 M ontanan
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After making $8,263 in pay
ments for my student loans
over the last three years, I still
owe $23,255 of the original
debt of $26,555.- PATIA STEPHENS
College Loan Assistance Act, which would change the 1965 law that
now prohibits federal loans from being consolidated more than once.
“When I realized I was locked in at the highest interest rate and
not paying the loan off after paying thousands of dollars in interest, I
was very frustrated,” she says. “I began looking on the Web for other
possible ideas. That’s when I came across the College Loan Assistance
Act page and petition. I realized that my only option was changing
the federal law, so that former students like myself do not have to pay
thousands of dollars in interest and get nowhere.”
This reporter can relate. I graduated from UM in 2000 with a jour
nalism degree and $26,558 in student loan debt. After making $8,263
in payments over the last three years, I still owe $23,255.1 understand
how amortization works—that I’m paying mostly interest right now
and eventually my payments will start making a dent in the princi
pal—but it’s still depressing. Especially when you consider that I’ll be
paying $174 a month until the year 2021.
Why so long? I consolidated my loans in 2001, extending the repay
ment period because my initial $325-a-month payments under the tenyear plan were too high. I needed that extra cash to replace my dying
’88 Honda with a ’98 Subaru (a well-researched choice that came with
an elusive $1,200 electrical problem). I consolidated at what then
seemed like a low interest rate of 5.45 percent. Rates have since
dropped even further, to 3.42 percent, but I’m stuck with this one.
My UM education will end up costing me some $50,000 in loan
principal and interest. That doesn’t include the fifteen to twenty hours
a week I worked during school, the forty-hour-a-week summer, winter,
and spring breaks, or the numerous grants and scholarships I received.
But despite the feet that I can’t buy a house and am driving a sixyear-old car, I consider it money extremely well spent. Getting my
bachelor’s degree—at age thirty-two—was transformative. It strength
ened my intellect, my self-confidence, my career potential, my quality
of life. I am a different person. A better person.
Statistics support this: The better educated people are, the more
likely they are to read, vote, enjoy good health, and earn a good liv
ing. The downside is that college graduates burdened by debt are
more likely to postpone or forego buying homes, having children, and
pursuing careers in the public interest.
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Students
I HAVE TO WONDER HOW MANY willing students never make it to
college in the first place. After graduating from high school in
Thompson Falls in 1985, it took me ten years—and five federal
applications for financial aid—before I finally did. I didn’t under
stand the system and I was too busy trying to keep a roof over my
head to figure it out.
Then, in 1994,1 received a form letter from Flathead Valley
Community College asking why I had applied but never enrolled.
The letter was signed by then-FVCC President David Beyer. I wrote
him back a heartfelt letter expressing my desire to attend college and
my frustration at never being awarded any grants or scholarships,
despite making barely over minimum wage.
Beyer invited me to his office, where he explained to me that I
would have to borrow money to get my foot in the door, and to stay
in, although grants and scholarships would likely become more avail
able after my first year. With his encouragement, and that of my boss
and co-workers at the Whitefish Pibt, I enrolled in school in fell 1995.
How many other Montanans are out there, wanting to get an educa
tion, but too afraid to go thousands of dollars into debt?
Thomas Crowley graduated from Anaconda High School in 2000.
Now twenty-one and a senior at UM, he’s majoring in biochemistry
with a minor in biology. Like the typical UM student who receives
financial aid (68 percent overall), Crowley expects to owe about
$17,500 by the time he graduates. “I’m nervous,” he says. “It’s kind of
scary trying to start off life when you have a big debt over your head.
It just doesn’t leave you much to fall back on.”
Crowley is a good student and a hard worker. He graduated third

Average Earnings Over A Lifetime
$2.5 million
$2.0 million
$1.5 million

Bachelor’s degree:
I $2.1 million

$1.0 million
$0.5 million

P

school diploma:
$1.3 million

Source: Employment Policy Foundation, 2004, national figures

in his class from high school and has made the Dean’s List every
semester at UM. He works eight to fifteen hours a week in a research
lab on campus and spent last summer earning $22.50 an hour, nine
hours a day, drilling test wells in Alaska. Because of family circum
stances, he is paying his entire way through college. Recently he
shouldered the costs of having his appendix removed.
Where our parents’ generation could work their way through col
lege, the new reality is that students must work and borrow their way
through college. The reason? Ever-increasing tuition and fees, not just
here in Montana, but across the country. Among our twenty peer
institutions in the region—including universities in Arizona, Idaho,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming—
resident undergraduate tuition and fees have gone up an average of 71
percent since 1996. At UM, the increase has been 76 percent, mak
ing us the ninth most expensive school among our peers. When you
consider the cost of tuition and fees as a proportion of median house
hold income, we’re the most expensive school among twenty peer
institutions.
To Crowley—whose father, a doctor, died when he was four—going
into debt for his education is a gamble worth the risk. “I’m on a quest to
better myself and to have a better future,” he says. “I’m also following in
my father’s footsteps.” Crowley hopes to stay in Montana after gradua
tion, but says he will leave if necessary to find a good-paying job.
Another UM senior, Aaron Flint, echoes that sentiment. “I really
want to stay in the state,” Flint says, “and I feel like I owe a lot, but if
I had a big offer I couldn’t turn that down.” Flint has studied UM’s
funding situation up close, from the vantage point of student govern
ment. A broadcast journalism major, he is the Republican president

I
[
I

of the Associated Students of UM.
He thinks it can be valuable for Montana
graduates to leave the state for work. “People
say, ‘We’re just educating them and then they
leave the state,”’ he says. “But I think most of
them will find a way back. They’re going to
get their degrees and then go out to New
York or Los Angeles and do wonderful things,
and then they’re going to come back with
these great experiences to bring back to
Montana and build on.”
Flint also sees higher education as a
great recruiter. “Something like 60 percent
of out-of-state students stay in the state,”
he says. “T hat’s what eastern Montana and
the rest of the state is really hurting for.
They need young professionals for their
communities and the university system is
key to that.”

Aaron Flint

As ASUM president, Flint has some ideas about the challenges fac
ing UM and its students. “The biggest issue for us has been tuition
increases,” Hint says.
“In the 1980s and ’90s, tuition has nearly tripled.” As a partial solu
tion, he proposes reallocating the state’s budget, taking a slice of the
pie from K-12 and giving it to higher education. “K-12 enrollment has
declined while enrollment in higher education has increased,” he says,
“but K-12 has had the political capital to get more money from the
state while the university system’s funding stays flat.” (He would proba
bly get an argument about that from the school districts and education
groups who have filed suit against the state, claiming that state funding
for K-12 is too low to give children the quality education guaranteed in
the Montana Constitution.)
By “political capital,” Flint means the power of persuasion. “The
university system needs to break out on its own more, with its own
message, and not just join the line full of beggars,” he says. “I think
the university system has a great sell for keeping young people in the

Students and W ork
H ow many h o u rs a w e e k
students have to w ork
a t m in im u m w a g e
to pay for attendance
at a public, four-year college:

in196519 hours
in1985
III 2003

29 hours
50 hours

Source: Hortenson Research Seminar
on Public Policy, national figures

Semester Costs
Estimated for
U M freshmen (2003-04)

Montana resident:
Tuition and fee s ___ $2,052
Room and B oard. . . $1,225
Books and S u p p lie s .. $400
Total..............................$3,677

Non-resident:
Tuition and fees___ $5,737
Room and B o a rd .. . $1,225
Books and S u p p lie s.. $400
Total..............................$7,362
Source: UH Office of University Planning,
Budgeting and Analysis
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State and Local Tax Fund Appropriations
for Higher Education
p e r $ 1,000 of sta te personal incom e

Montana S Idaho I

North Dakota WMWyoming

$16
$15
$14

$13
$12
$11
$10
$9

$8
$7

$6
1963

1973

1983

1993

2003

Source: Mortenson Research Seminar on Public Policy

state and creating opportunities for them .... It’s putting higher edu
cation into context vs. the youth and senior citizens’ lobbies.”
Flint, who is helping to pay his way through school with member
ship in the National Guard and ROTC, also thinks it’s important to
boost the state’s budget. “Some people think we need to increase the
tax rate and some think we need to increase the tax base,” he says.
“I’m one of those supporting increasing the tax base. I think too
often people get focused on increasing the tax rate.”
Flint would like to see the tax base increased by creating jobs in
the state’s traditional natural resource-based industries along with
newer, high-tech industries. He believes that mining and other
extractive jobs bring big bucks to state workers, while technology
programs like NASA’s Earth Observing System Project at UM also
have the potential to create real revenue. Flint also appeals for a bal
ance between a well-rounded liberal arts education and a more jobsfocused curriculum.

bachelor’s degree in business management in 1985 and a master of
business administration degree in 2000.
“The cost of attendance per year is about $14,000 now,” Garth
Ferro says, “and that’s how much it cost for my whole four-year
degree.” Although Vicki has recently graduated from the Helena
College of Technology and gone to work, she initially was a stay-athome mom. Raising four children on Garth’s single salary made it
impossible to put money aside for college. “My kids wanted to eat, so
no, we didn’t save anything,” he says.
Kelsey’s education is being paid for with a combination of her par
ent’s salaries, her own part-time job, some help from her grandpar
ents, and federal PLUS loans. Garth expects to owe about $15,000 in
PLUS loans by the time Kelsey graduates. Multiply that times four
kids, and he’s looking at owing some $60,000.
Nationally, tuition and fees take 9.1 percent of the average family’s
income; in Montana, they take 12.75 percent. But Garth, who works
for the Student Assistance Foundation of Montana, a nonprofit orga
nization that helps students finance their educations, maintains a pos
itive outlook.

Tuition and fees as a proportion
of median household income, 2003-04
UM highest among 20 peer institutions
National average (public four-year universities): 9 .1 %

Median Household Income
Montana: $34,164
National: $42,644

“Nurses are needed around the state, plumbers.... There’s always
going to be jobs needed in the state,” he says. “Back in Glasgow,
when I go visit, the people running the businesses on Main Street are
UM graduates that got traditional liberal arts or business educations.”

Parent
GARTH AND VICKI FERRO OF HELENA have four children. The
oldest is Kelsey, a sophomore in anthropology at UM-Missoula and a
third-generation UM student. Garth’s father, John O. Ferro, graduat
ed in 1958 with a degree in business administration; Garth earned a
Spring 2004 Montanan
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Trends In Costs
A t UM
“I have time on
my side,” he says. “I’m
only forty-two, so
that helps. I don’t
look at it as a sacri
fice. I look at it as an
investment in
Kelsey’s future,
because it’s going to
make her a better per
son and a better con
tributor to society.”
Garth says that by
getting educated
about your options
and maintaining good
communication with
your child, paying for
college is doable, if
not easy. “Statewide,
there aren’t a lot of
resources to work with
and the university sys
tem is doing a good
job with what they
have to work with,”
he says. “I believe very
strongly that here in
Montana we have an
excellent higher edu
cation system.”

'ercentage Increase
from 1980-81 to 2003-04

and I did get scholarships, but they were just drops in the bucket.
Although every drop helps, it was frustrating to spend hours filling
out scholarship applications, writing essays, and gathering letters of
recommendation only to receive a few hundred dollars, if I was lucky.
The good news, according to Hanson, is that in recent years
scholarship awards have increased and loans as a percentage of finan
cial aid packages have decreased. The bad news is that loans as a per
centage of total financial aid are much higher than the national
average of 58 percent. In Montana, which has the lowest U.S. medi
an household income of all states but West Virginia, that means
graduates are entering the workforce with a double handicap: greater
loan debt than their national peers and less income with which to
pay off those loans.

* - Annual Tuition
$333 - $2,790

737.8%
-■-Tuition and Mandatory Fees
$657 - $4,012

510.7%
-■-Residence Hall (Double)
$565 - $2,330

312.4%
-■-Premium Meal Plan
$ 1 ,0 6 4 -$ 2 ,7 6 0

1594%
-■-Federal Minimum Wage
$ 3 .1 0 -$ 5 .1 2

6 6 .1 %
Source: UH Financial Aid Office, 2003

Faculty member
IN CASE YOU'RE WONDERING, UM faculty and staff aren’t reaping
the rewards of higher tuition. Wages, already well behind national
averages, are frozen for the current biennium. “Our salaries are falling
further and further behind what’s paid at our peer institutions,” says
economics Professor Kay Unger. “When I go to professional meet
ings, I am loathe to admit how much I make. It’s embarrassing.”
For the 2002-03 year, UM faculty earned an average of $58,959,
while their colleagues at national, public doctoral universities earned
an average of $70,357. So in theory, a UM professor could get an
$11,000 raise just by leaving the state. Why do they stay?
“This is my home,” says Unger, who has taught at UM since
1978. “Once you sink roots into a community, it’s difficult to leave.”
However, low salaries make it hard for UM to attract new faculty
members, Unger says, especially women and minorities, who are
valuable commodities in the academic job market. “Montana is com
peting with all the other universities that are hiring,” she says, “and

Financial Aid Director
WHEN MICK HANSON GRADUATED from UM in 1965, he had no
debt and enough credit to buy a brand-new Pontiac GTO. Hanson,
now UM’s financial aid director, tells me about this sweet ’65 GTO,
which he still has, while I sit in his office shaking my head in envy.
Hanson then hands me a chart showing trends in costs at UM. It
compares UM costs with the federal minimum wage twenty years ago
and now. My jaw drops when I get to the punch line: If the federal
minimum wage had kept pace with UM tuition, minimum wage
would be $22.87 an hour instead of the current $5.15. This was the
answer 1 needed when well-meaning relatives said to me, “I worked
my way through college. Why can’t you?”
Another suggestion I heard was to make good grades so that I
could get scholarships. I tried to explain that I did make good grades

Kay Unger
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Financial Aid
$78 million in financial aid awarded to
9,050 students fo r 2002-03 year

loans
Source: UM Financial Aid Office, 2003

67%

if our salaries are low, then we cannot attract the best people.”
Falling state support and rising tuition are not only “bad for faculty
salaries, but they are also bad for the state of Montana,” Unger says.
“What we end up with is that, at the margin, there will be students
who are qualified and capable of going to college and getting a good
job who don’t get to go because they can’t afford it. Or they leave col
lege with an enormous indebtedness... a $50,000 or $60,000 student
loan debt. It’s like coming out of college with a mortgage.”
More immediately, Unger sees the effects in crowded classrooms.
“I’ve got 250 students in an introductory economics class, and I can’t
even see the people in the back row,” she says. “I don’t know them if I
pass them on the street. It’s not the best way to teach, but that’s all we
have the resources for.”
A former president of the UM Faculty Senate, Unger represented
faculty as a lobbyist during the 2001 Legislature in Helena. “I drove
over that [McDonald] pass twice a week,” she says. “I think it’s impor
tant to have faculty members over there.... The students [lobbyists]
are incredibly passionate, very hard-working, and bright, but it’s as if
the legislators don’t take them seriously because they’re students,
they’re not taxpayers.
“It ought to be that the entire university community goes in as a
group—faculty, students, administrators—and presents the same mes
sage,” she says. “The Legislature does indeed understand what’s going
on. It isn’t that they don’t understand, it’s that they choose not to see.
It’s denial.”
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Chief financial officer
BOB DURINGER, UM’s vice president for administration and
finance, says the faculty-staff wage freeze is the only thing keeping
the university solvent. “In the next biennium, we’re going to have
to give a pay raise,” Duringer says, “so the state is either going to
have to fulfill its responsibility or it will be carried on the backs of
the students.”
So, where is the money going?
While the amount of funding UM receives from the state has
held steady for the past ten years, its expenses have not. It has
more students, as well as bigger bills for electricity, insurance,
employee health care, and technology needs such as computers.
Ten years ago, two-thirds of UM’s budget came from state
appropriations and the other third from tuition. Now the situation
is reversed: tuition makes up two-thirds and state appropriations
one-third. In 1994, the state subsidy per resident student was
$4,394; in 2003, it was $4,052.
“We have more students and we’re getting less money for
them,” Duringer says. “Our state subsidy is one of the lowest per
student, and yet we keep the doors open. Analysis shows we are
among the most efficient, if not the most efficient.”
While the number one side effect of lowered state funding is high
er tuition, Duringer says, number two is suffering faculty/staff salaries.
“UM’s average faculty/staff salary is three-quarters of the national
average,” he says. “It makes it very difficult to recruit good people.”
Side effect number
three? A neglected physi
cal infrastructure. “We’re
not getting enough to
maintain the campus—
roof repair, windows, the
steam lin e ....” The list
goes on.
A businessman at
heart, Duringer has a few
potential solutions up his
sleeve: Create charter uni
versities. Establish a con
tract between the
Legislature and the univer
sity agreeing on certain
levels of student retention,
graduation rates and other
measures of quality, in
exchange for a specified
level of funding.

Bob Duringer

Budgeted Expenditures

Budgeted Revenue

Run the university like a business. “Let us invest money in safe, but
profitable ways,” Duringer says. “The more the state lets us run this
like a private business, the better we can respond to changing market
conditions.” Duringer was key in forging a marketing agreement with
Coca-Cola, which has brought more than $1 million to UM.
Reduce expenses by limiting enrollment. “Washington State and
Oregon capped enrollment,” he says. It’s the flip side of cutting costs
by cutting services, which Duringer says is deadly: “You don’t want
to lower quality standards.”

"Our state subsidy is one of
the lowest per student, and
yet we keep the doors open."

President
DURING HIS THIRTEEN YEARS at the helm of UM, President
George Dennison has tried a number of approaches to keep the
books balanced, including proposing a 4 percent limited sales tax to
the 2001 Legislature.
“It was a visitors’ tax,” Dennison says. “Don’t call it a sales tax.
Residents would be exempt. It would affect only visitors to the
state, allowing those who use the infrastructure to make a contribu
tion. It would generate $100 million in revenue at first, increasing
with the Lewis and Clark bicentennial.”
Although the measure was defeated, Dennison hopes to see it
resurface in the next legislature. Last October, Dennison tried
another tack with the state Board of Regents, suggesting options
such as imposing a property or sales tax in communities with
schools, attracting more out-of-state students, and limiting enroll
ment. Dennison also is a strong advocate for bringing more national
research grants to Montana. In 2003, UM funneled $60 million in
research money into the state. To put that in perspective, $20.4
million was generated in research grants in 1994“I think there is no question about the relationship between a
healthy and vibrant higher education system and economic devel
opment in Montana,” he says. “The question is, how do we resolve
this chicken-and-egg sequence here?”
Dennison outlines a societal shift in the perception of higher
education as a public vs. a private benefit. Where once we invested
in higher education, believing it served the nation to have a welleducated citizenry, in the 1970s people began to see education as
something that primarily benefited individuals.
As expenses grow in areas such as health care and prisons, higher
education falls lower on the priority list. “If higher education isn’t
funded, nobody’s going to die,” he says, “except the society, which will
lose its responsiveness and competitiveness in the twenty-first century.
If American civilization is going to die, that will be why.”
Beyond new taxes, Dennison says there is no shortage of ways to
increase revenue. As one example, he describes an idea once pro
posed by former U.S. senator and presidential candidate Bill Bradley
for use of some of the so-called “peace dividend” at the end of the
Cold War: a revolving account assuring every American the money
to pay for college—but only for college— in the form of loans. The
loans would be paid back toward the end of a person’s lifetime
rather than directly after college, when graduates are starting
careers, families, and home ownership. “Maybe a new approach is
worth thinking about,” Dennison says. “We need something that
breaks this cycle, and that will require thinking outside the box.”

- BOB DURINGER
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Montana legislators

to timber harvests, they’re opposed to mining
... they’re opposed to the programs that gen
REPUBLICAN LEGISLATORS John
erate revenue.”
Bohlinger and John W itt share first names,
Bohlinger says, “The question is, how do
political parties, and an abiding concern for
Enrollmentwe grow our economy?” He has worked to
the state of Montana and its people, but
T o tal............................. 13,352
increase both the tax base and the tax rate.
when it comes to funding higher education,
To create a more business-friendly climate, he
they often vote at odds with each other.
U ndergraduates___ 10,859
supported measures that reduced taxes on
Bohlinger, a state senator from Billings, is
Graduate s tu d en ts. . .1,780
equipment and machinery from a high of 12
one of Montana’s biggest legislative support
O ther.................................. 713
percent to the current 3 percent, a rate com
ers of higher education. “I really feel that if
Student
Profile:
petitive with neighboring states. He also
we don’t put more money into higher educa
Fem ale............................ 5 3 %
introduced a sales tax in the last session, and
tion, we will not achieve this goal of a
M a le ................................ 4 7 %
supported proposals to tax soda and gambling,
stronger economy,” he says.
F u ll-tim e .........................8 1 %
although all were defeated. “We were so des
Witt, state representative from Carter,
P a rt-tim e ....................... 1 9 %
perate, I was willing to support them,”
says higher education gets its fair share of the
Bohlinger says.
pie, however meager it may be. “Our respon
In -s ta te ........................... 7 5 %
sibility as a legislator is to make sure we
W itt also supports a sales tax. “If people
O ut-of-state.................2 5 %
arrive at a balance in the best interest of
want
to honestly fund education, we need a
International students
everyone’s needs,” he says. “I think that edu
sales
tax,”
he says. “I do support a sales tax.
(from 64 c o u n trie s )........... 3 9 2
cation today is a bargain,” W itt continues. “I
We can no longer fund education on the
Faculty:
think that the typical student will probably
backs of property taxpayers.” While a number
F u ll-tim e ........................... 579
do something that costs him more a very
of sales tax proposals have been voted down
P a rt-tim e ......................... J223
short time after graduation than his whole
over the years, W itt believes his colleagues in
Student-faculty
ra tio . .20:1
education cost him.” As an example, Witt
the Legislature are becoming more receptive
says, “Maybe he’s guaranteed some fancy job
to the idea.
Staff:
somewhere and goes out and spends $40,000
However, he says many share a distrust of
T o ta l............................... 1,300
full-time equivalent
on a car.
the Montana University System. “I think
______________ Source: UHRegistrar's Office
“I definitely want our kids to be educated
there needs to be more accountability in the
and I think we are doing a fair job of that,”
university system,” W itt says. “I’m not sure we
W itt says. “Can we do better? Of course we can, but as we do better
understand where all the money goes.”
the costs go up.”
To address this oft-heard complaint, the university system has
Bohlinger believes current public policy shortchanges higher
worked to provide more information and become more scrutable. In
education—and Montana residents. “In a de facto way, we’re saying
January 2003, UM-Missoula and Montana State Universitythat higher education is only available to those who can afford it,”
Bozeman teamed up to publish “Montana Invests,” a booklet detail
Bohlinger says. “I think that’s shameful. There’s a moral issue here.
ing higher education’s statewide economic impact. One highlight of
It’s discriminatory to say that only those who can afford to go to col the report was that the university system annually generates more
lege can have that opportunity. Also, our Constitution talks about
than $480 million in statewide spending, including $300 million
how we value education.”
from out-of-state sources like research grants and students and their
W itt isn’t opposed to giving higher education more money—if
visiting families.
more money is available. Hoping to increase Montana’s revenues,
For Witt, the suspicion remains. “They’re always good about pro
he introduced H.B. 757 in the 2003 Montana Legislature, which
viding us information, but I’m not sure we always hear the whole
would have allowed creation of special gaming and entertainment
story,” he says. “We just hear the side they want us to hear.”
districts. Supporters envisioned Butte as one potential district where
Bohlinger thinks Montana’s universities and colleges are a vital
visitors would flock for Vegas-style gambling and Branson-style
key to the state’s success. “Clearly, the opportunity lies to those who
music and plays.
are educated,” he says. “Whether it’s a university degree or going to
“I’m not anti-education and I’m not anti-higher education,”
one of our community colleges or technical schools, these are skills
W itt says. “I’ve gone that mile to try to h elp .... People are opposed
that will make people employable and provide long-term economic
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"We need something that breaks this
cycle, and that will require thinking
outside the box." - GEORGE DENNISON

benefit to them and their families and the state.
“We need educated people,” Bohlinger contin
ues. “To run the farm, the ranch, requires an edu
cated person. It’s not just putting the cows out in
the pasture any more, or dropping seeds in the
ground. These are high-tech jobs today. We need an
educated workforce.”
In the end, W itt says, it’s all about making Montana stronger. “I
may come off as anti-education to some people, but I wouldn’t be in
the Legislature if I wasn’t working for the benefit of all the people,”
he says. “We represent a district, but we also represent all
Montanans.”
Bohlinger concludes, “W hen the Legislature meets in 2005,
we’ve got to turn over those stones again to see if we can find some
money. If we want to improve our economy, we have to invest in
our educational system.”

North Carolina legislator
NORTH CAROLINA IS ONE STATE that has reaped the rewards of
investing in its educational system. Tony Rand, state senate majori
ty leader from North Carolina, couldn’t agree more—and he’s seen
it in action. The University of N orth Carolina is the oldest statesupported institution in the United States, founded in 1789 on a
constitution that says education shall be free so much as practicable.
Rand, a Democrat with two degrees from UNC, says the state’s
university system, with its long-standing tradition of high funding
and low tuition, has helped ease the state through a rough transition
from its traditional industries—tobacco, textiles, and furniture—to
a scientific- and
technology-based
State and Family
economy.
Contributions
“Higher educa
tion has been the
cornerstone of our
% of State Budget Allocated
economic rebirth,”
to Higher Education
Rand says. “What
has kept our finan
cial ship afloat is
the Research
Triangle—which is
% of Family Income Spent
a direct tribute to
on Higher Education
our university sys
tem—along with
the great financial
markets in
Sources: National Information Center for
Higher Education Policymaking and Analysis, 2002
Charlotte, and the

Montana: 12.4
North Carolina: 17.1

Montana: 44.5
North Carolina: 21.5

Piedmont Triad area, which also has a strong higher education pres
ence.”
The 7,000-acre Research Triangle Park—located near Duke
University in Durham, UNC at Chapel Hill, and N orth Carolina
State University in Raleigh—is a cutting-edge center for research
and development, home to more than a hundred organizations
doing work in biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, information tech
nology, and many other fields. More than 38,000 people hold full
time jobs with RTP companies such as IBM, GlaxoSmithKline,
Nortel Networks, and Cisco Systems.
Similarly, the twelve-county Piedmont Triad—encompassing the
cities of Greensboro, Winston-Salem, and High Point—markets
itself as an ideal location for businesses ranging from health care
and biotech to manufacturing and distribution. Sara Lee, American
Express, and United Parcel Service are among the biggest employers
in the Triad, which has become one of the country’s hottest regions
for business real estate. The area’s higher education institutions,
including UNC Greensboro, A& T State University, and Wake
Forest University, provide a skilled workforce for companies looking
to relocate.
“The governor of Tennessee was asked, if he could have one
industry from North Carolina, what would it be? And he said, ‘The
university system,”’ Rand says.
Rand, whose great-grandfather graduated from UNC in 1848,
credits the university system’s—and the state’s—success to “enlight
ened leadership who believed in and were great supporters of educa
tion. “There’s no more precious resource we have in North Carolina
than our university system,” he says. “I think that defines us as a
state. It is ingrained in us, almost as a matter of faith, that the uni
versity has to be protected and nurtured.”
WHAT DO YOU THINK? Do any of these ideas appeal to you? Do
you have some suggestions of your own? Continue the discussion in
the Montanan Chatroom at www.themontanan.us.
^
Patia Stephens survived three semesters of algebra to get her
journalism degree from UM in 2000. Although she hates
math, she climbed a mountain of statistics to unite this story
because she believes in the power of higher education.
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W e should go forth on the shortest walk, perchance, in the spirit
o f undying adventure, never to return ...
HENRY DAVID THOREAU, Walking

flV hen Klaus Lackschewitz was a child living in
M b Germany, he came to his father with a flower
he had picked in the forest and asked what it
I•
was. His father, a forester, replied, “Das ist
m i
v
eine Pyrola mein kind.” Fifty years later
Klaus again stood over a delicate, singular stem of pink flowers, the
Pyrola (wintergreen). He had found it on one of his many walks in the
Bitterroot Mountains in southwest Montana.
Lackschewitz discovered other flora in the Bitterroots, two of

IS
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which were named for him—Agroseris lackschewitzii and Lesquerella
klausii. And the U.S. Forest Service recognized his keen eye for native
flora with the publication of his guidebook, Vascular Plants of West
Central Montana in 1991. But this is not why a 2,400-pound quartzite
rock, taken from the lower Blackfoot River, now sits near the Natural
Sciences building on UM’s campus. A plaque on the commemorative
rock reads, “Klaus Lackschewitz and Sherman Preece: Men of vision
who created this native plant garden and generously shared their
knowledge of Montana plants.” Lackschewitz and his wife, Gertrud,
moved to Missoula in 1960 when Gertrud was hired to teach in the
University’s foreign language department A former German soldier
and Russian POW, Lackschewitz had been trained as a botanist in the
Baltics. A few years later, Sherman Preece, chair of UM’s botany
department, asked Lackschewitz to teach botany courses.
On a Saturday morning in May 1967, the two professors began
planting the native gardens that surround UM’s Natural Sciences

annex and greenhouse. They envisioned the gardens as a new teaching
tool that would provide a hands-on experience for students.
After subsequent plantings by Lackschewitz, Preece, and a handful
of students and volunteers, a garden of Lackschewitz’s design had been
realized. It represented more than 400 plants found in Montana, east
and west of the Continental Divide—from landscapes such as the
xeric steppe and bunchgrass prairie, to the wet meadows, mesic conif
erous forest, and alpine areas, which were Lackschewitz’s specialty. The
structural rocks for the garden were taken from a cut on Mount
Sentinel and transported in an old Ford truck that Preece had until he
died in 1993. Lackschewitz continued to care for the gardens until his
retirement from the University in 1976.
The gardens were dormant for more than ten years after
Lackschewitz’s retirement. In 1989 members of the Clark Fork chapter
of the Montana Native Plant Society (MNPS) decided to continue
what the professors had started. Leading the project were Jean Parker,
a retired speech and hearing therapist, and Jean Pfeiffer, a retired med
ical technologist whose husband, Burt Pfeiffer, taught zoology courses
at the University. Both women had accompanied Lackschewitz on his
plant-gathering excursions to places like the Bitterroots, Anaconda
Pintlers, the Crazies, and the Bob Marshall Wilderness. “He knew
plants,” Pfeiffer recalled of Lackschewitz.
There is something in the m ountain air that feeds the spirit
and inspires.**
These days, Parker and Pfeiffer’s trips are less rugged. Weather per
mitting, they spend their Wednesday afternoons tending their desig
nated sections of the native gardens. Parker is known as the “fern
lady.” Her section is the ground cover on the east side of the annex,
under the aspens, cedar, spruce, grand fir, hemlock, and larch. A small
gravel path winds beside her garden. The path is roughly fifty-five
strides long and meant to be taken slowly. A low-hanging red cedar
branch deters a fast pace. The small grove of aspens on the north end
of the gravel path were taken from the Rattlesnake area, and the
aspens and edging rocks on the south end were transplanted from a
private ranch on Kootenai Creek in the Bitterroot Valley.
The MNPS believes that plants should no longer be removed from
the wild because of possible destruction of habitats and plants. The
native gardens now act as a preserve, and plants produced from it can
be bought and sold at the society’s annual plant sale. Every year
Pfeiffer is there, selling the plants with her soil-toughened hands.
Living m uch out o f doors

. . . will no doubt produce a certain

roughness o f character— will cause a thicker cuticle to grow over
some o f the finer qualities o f our nature, as on the face and hand.
Most of the plants in the native gardens are living outside their
natural zones and landscapes, which creates more work for those who
care for them. Both Parker and Pfeiffer thought they were going to
start weaving and knitting when they retired, but instead they are

stitching together a legacy left by Lackschewitz and Preece that was
nearly forgotten by neglect. But they are not alone. On average, eight
volunteers spend their Wednesday afternoons in the native gardens
and additional support has been given by the University’s Physical
Plant and Division of Biological Sciences, mostly in the form of tools,
soils, and storage sheds.

A tow n [or University] is saved , not more by

the righteous

m en in it than by the woods and swamps that surround it.
Perhaps the best lending pair of hands come from Kelly Chadwick,
garden supervisor for the University Center and a founding member of
the MNPS. Chadwick’s involvement with the native gardens is rooted
in love for the plants themselves. Her official job is to tend to the gar
dens in and around the University Center, but in her spare time she
has been building the lowland moist forest area east of the Natural
Sciences annex. Four years ago, that area was only a patch of grass
with a few Norway maple trees. Although the trees have remained,
they are now accompanied by lady and sword ferns, small cedars, and a
stone walkway that splits from the gravel path. “The maples are dying,
and we’re hoping that when they go we can replace them with some
native trees,” Chadwick explains. Chadwick assisted the MNPS with
installing an interpretive map of the gardens on campus and with
designing a brochure that includes a list of plants in the gardens that
had been collected and recorded by Lewis and Clark in what is now
the state of Montana.
Eastward 1 go only by force; but westward I go free.
Lewis and Clark collected almost all of those plants in July 1806,
forty-five years before Henry David Thoreau delivered a speech titled
The Wild to the Concord Lyceum. That speech would later become
Walking, which was not published until six months after his death in
1862. In his essay, Thoreau looked toward the West, not as a great
expanse of open space, but as an expanse for the human spirit: “We go
eastward to realize history and . . . we go westward as into the future,
with a spirit of enterprise and adventure.” But in the short 140 years
since Thoreau’s ideas were notable, it has become necessary to protect
the West from expansion and encroachment. Even in less than forty
years, the purpose of the native gardens has changed from being a
teaching tool to fulfilling the need to preserve the plants and their his
tories. The garden’s worth as a tool is now outshone by its priceless
bounty as a museum. ^
Ryan Newhouse is a freelance writer and a UM graduate
student in environmental studies. His work has appeared
in several magazines and the anthology Foreign Ground:
Travelers, Tales.

* All passages taken from Thoreau’s essay, Walking 1862.
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planned to be early to the Griz-Cat satellite party, but when
I arrive—in plenty of time for the disastrous opening kickoff
return—there’s hardly a seat in the place. “I had no idea
there were this many people from Montana,” a nonMontanan tells me. “Not just in D.C. I mean anywhere.”
An estimated 140 souls—more than the population of some Montana;
towns—turn up for this years shocking, once-unimaginable second
straight victory by the Cats.
On my way to Joe Theisman’s Restaurant in Alexandria, Virginia,
just a few miles from downtown Washington, D.C., I see others moving
lemming-like toward the establishment, wearing Grizzly sweatshirts
like mine. Once in the big, bright room of wood tables and bar—more
like the Depot or the Iron Horse than like A1 and Vic’s or Red’s—it’s a
blur of maroon and silver, blue and gold, and familiar-seeming faces.
People who look healthy even with decent-sized beer guts. People
whose faces still carry a Montana sort of openness, not the airs typical
of a Washington crowd. And for a bunch of young professional-looking
types mingling at a bar inside the Capital Beltway, most seem relaxed.
Navigating to a spot at a table, I wind up among people with differ
ent levels of connection to Montana. I spent about ten years in the
state, including a bout with journalism school at UM and stints with
the Whitefish Pilot and the Great Falls Tribune. I’m married to a
Montana native and two-time offender at UM. Among us are long
time Washingtonians, people who left Montana half a century ago
and still make it to this game, chatting it up with those who grew up
in a much-changed Montana and only left it in the past year or two.
It’s a party where most people already seem to know many others and
most people aren’t staying at one table. It’s a rare atmosphere where
it’s okay to start up a conversation with just about anybody.
Here, when people say they’re from
c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 22
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ne-armed bandits and video poker machines,
arranged in groupings like sofas in a doctor’s office,
set a come-hither tone in the Las Vegas airport. The
aura of easy money—pulsing lights, spinning drums,
tumbling coins—beckons as we disembark our plane.
Nah, I think, as I march past temptation. No gambling for me. I’m
not here to squander my retirement account playing “Betty Boop” and
seven-card hold ’em. My mission is to attend the Griz-Cat satellite
party, watch UM stomp its bete noire, Montana State University, and
record the snazzy, decadent, uniquely Las Vegas ambience I’m certain

O

to find.
But that’s not what happened.
First of all, Las Vegas has cleaned up its act. Somewhat. In my
memories, Sin City throbs with excess and vice: sharkskin-suited men
sporting pinkie rings toss handfuls of dice and peel thousand-dollar
bills from thick wads of cash; diamond-brooched women with lac
quered beehives wave ivory cigarette holders as they scratch their
blackjack cards on green felt tables, signaling for another hit.
Showgirls, mobsters, movie stars. All that jazz.
At first glance, the throngs of people I see mobbing the streets and
casinos are mostly young families: stroller-pushing fathers in Dockers
and baseball caps check their cigarette-pack-sized personal computers
for e-mail messages; their hip-hugger-clad wives, with red leather baby
bags slung over one shoulder and fleece-clad infants nestled against
the other, talk into cell phones while eyeing boutique store windows
crammed with Dolce & Gabbana gowns and Prada stilettos.
I move further up the Strip, which appears to be less baby-intensive.
Within seconds the ambience changes. Shifty-eyed men thrust fly
ers into my hands, Jerry Seinfeld tells jokes from a plasma-screen bill
board, and five-story fountains sway to
c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 23
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Manhattan or Harlem, no one thinks of New York. With this crowd,
Great Falls is a major city, not a pair of towns in Virginia and
Maryland. And although at this game, the wounded cries began with
the disaster on the opening kickoff, most folks are thrilled just to be
among a crowd that isn’t terrified by a half-inch of snow.
“For me, it’s just great to be around Montanans,” says National
Guardsman Lieutenant Tracy “Trak” Swanson of Fort Belknap, now
stationed in Virginia. He’s at the game with his wife and two-year-old
daughter, Abigail Montana Swanson. “I feel like I’m back home for
two or three hours,” he says.
The folks here have plenty in common beyond Montana: They’ve
moved, transferred, or been stationed to a place that could hardly be
more different than many of their former haunts. One Griz pointed

Meet someone new here and likely
as not he or she was a student of
the professor who used to hunt
with the cousin of a guy you once
sold a truck to.
out that suburban Fairfax County', Virginia, where he now lives, has
more people than all Montana. Most here have left family, friends,
good skiing, and low population density for a different world and its
opportunities. Said one transplant: “There aren’t too many jobs in
international development in Missoula.”
Many of us work in government, the military, law, or communica
tion. But for all our relative success (most I talked to claimed they had
jobs), the turnout at Griz-Cat demonstrates that hundreds of hearts
remain in the Rockies and the prairies.
We of the Montana diaspora chuckle when friends back home
whine abput traffic or parking, just as they get to laugh at us when we
talk about Washington winters.
I must confess: when I lived in Montana, I wasn’t a big football fan.
But since moving away I’ve caught three games in three Novembers.
I’ve found old friends I didn’t know were in the area. I’ve heard gossip
about people I’d barely thought about for years. I’ve run into people I
knew from different parts of our lives, several jobs and pounds ago.
Although it’s a war on the field, here the two sides have a lot more
in common with each other than with the rest of the big city.
Mike Stone display's the bond between the schools, wearing both
Griz and Bobcat logos. He’s sent a kid to each school and earned
degrees himself from each. He’s also an Army Reserve colonel and
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs.
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“I’m just having a good time,” he says.
Whenever former Montanans meet somewhere outside the state,
much of the conversation revolves around upcoming trips and moves
back, for the holidays or for good. Stone’s a step ahead of most—in six
years, he says, he’s moving to Bigfork. He already has the house.
To judge by the growing attendance at the Griz-Cat game, more
and more of us are landing in Washington. Dawn Dohrmann, who
gave me the 140 figure cited earlier, organizes the broadcast for the
Montana Society, which, like the game crowd, consists of those who
claim some association or other with the state. Joe Theisman’s Bar is
working out well enough to probably be the venue for the foreseeable
future. It’s big enough and staff members get into the spirit themselves,
donning Cat and Griz clothes.
The Montana Society is independent from any Montana school,
although it works closely with the alumni associations of both UM and
MSU for events like this one. Still, this game is more a reunion of a state
than of two universities. Several people here attended neither school,
and well-known Montanans can sometimes be spotted—U.S. Senator
Conrad Bums and former Governor Marc Racicot among them.
But beyond our Montana affiliations, the people chewing on wings
and bacon-bleu cheeseburgers while draining beers also share the
experience of living and working in Washington. We’ve all made
something of a transition from one special place to another. The result
is an environment where one doesn’t feel odd about mingling with
strangers—even those from the other school. Meet someone new here
and likely as not he or she was a student of the professor who used to
hunt with the cousin of a guy you once sold a truck to.
We all share the experience of having our fellow workaday
Washingtonians ask, bewildered and envious, why it was we ever left
Montana. (Though others wonder how we could stand it for even a
minute.) Once in Washington, I met a man from Helena, successful
and wealthy, who admonished me, in a nearly desperate voice, to leave
Washington as soon as I possibly could and return to Montana. The •
longer you stay, he said, the harder it will be to return, the harder it
will be to remember what it was you valued.
But for most watching the game in the bar, that still leaves them
plenty of time. Watching the game today is a pair that attended high
school in Billings a few years ago. Cory Kambak then went to MSU .
and transferred to American University; Eli Patten transferred from
UM to George Washington University. Reunited in Washington, they
have a friend along who has no connection to Montana but believed
his buddies when they told him the game would be a good time.
These guys seem pretty happy with life in the city. As they cheer
for opposing teams, they don’t seem especially troubled by being away
from Montana, although they allow that they miss the mountains. 1
see, in any case, that they’re keeping up with old friends: During some
high-drama moment in the game, one grabs
continued on page 24

Vegas: Hold the Gold Lame

Debussy as impassive, stone-faced sphinxes gaze over my head. Multi
colored volcanoes erupt, gondoliers sing, and sirens blare.
Now you’re talking!
Welcome to Vegas, I tell myself, taking note of the two women
walking ahead of me clad in matching black satin jackets, sipping from
their “Yard O ’ Margueritas,” a popular Vegas libation, second only to
“Yard O ’ Beer.” I’m slightly disappointed when I notice that the gold
lame script across the women’s backs reads “Lumbertown doggers
from Muskegan, MI.”
An hour before game time, I hail a taxi and head for the Torrey
Pines Pub, site of the Griz-Cat party. Blinking at the raw, steel-blue
sky, I emerge from the cab and pay the driver. Picture a middle-aged
woman—a middle-aged, left-handed woman—with her broken left arm
in a brace, hauling a black leather, wheeled duffel bag stuffed with
plastic footballs, several dozen Grizzly-logo lanyards, and three boxes
of ten-ounce,“family-sized” Hershey bars with Monte, UM’s mascot,
on the labels.
I pull tentatively on the pub’s latch and the heavy oak door seems
to blast open—ka-blam!—on the adrenalin-pumping, fever-rousing
power of “Let’s Get Ready to Rumble.”
Forward motion presents a problem. Torrey Pines Pub rocks—
crammed to the support beams with an in-your-face, full-court
body-press of UM alums, MSU alums, Montanans, Montana
wannabes, and their parents, children, in-laws, cousins, and friends.
I’m awash in a roiling, teeming, maroon-and-grey tsunami of grizzly
bear T-shirts, UM baseball caps, pompoms, pennants, banners,

I’m awash in a roiling, teeming,
maroon-and-grey tsunami of grizzly
bear T-shirts, UM baseball caps,
pompoms, pennants, banners,
beads, bomber jackets, and Go Griz!
sweatshirts.
beads, bomber jackets, and Go Griz! sweatshirts. Through the dim,
smoke-shrouded interior light I also notice small clusters of blueand-gold flotsam. Poor babies.
Torrey Pines consists of two rooms—one small and quiet, the other
large and noisy. I assume the small, quiet room to be Bobcat territory,
and the bigger, rowdy room Griz country, but upon closer inspection, I
conclude that the smaller room holds, regardless of loyalties, the early
birds and the serious eaters. They watch the game while dining at fes
tively-decorated rabies that groan under the weight of cheeseburgers the

size of waffle irons, huge, piping bowls of chili, and whole broiled chick
ens. The larger room, ringed with TV screens, houses the finger-foodeaters, who juggle quesadillas, buffalo wings, and baskets of garlic fries.
Hmm. My eyes, raking the rooms, cannot locate so much as one
lousy sequin or feather boa. No lam£. No lounge lizards, parlor snakes,
rhinestone cowboys, or cigar-chomping bookies.
As I shuffle through the exuberant fans, lugging my suitcase—
which by now is as big a pain-in-the-neck a recalcitrant basset
hound—I realize that I’d give my kingdom, had I one, for a barstool, or
my first-born male child for a flat writing surface. Also, I’m feeling
rather like a Jughead, as I discover that I may be the only one in the
entire bar not wearing logo.
No sooner am I acclimated than it’s kick-off time, followed seconds
later by a ninety-yard Bobcat touchdown. “Bo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o!” holler
the majority of bar patrons, en masse, shock and outrage contorting
their faces—while Bobcat fans pump their blue-and-gold-clad arms
and wave their MSU pennants.
A self-possessed man behind the bar draws a beer with one eye on
the screen. Freeze frame in mid-pour; he sets the glass down and grabs
a hand mike.
“Fuh-her-r-r-r-r-r-r-rst duh-ho-w-w-w-w-w-wn!” the man booms,
sounding astonishingly similar to UM’s regular game announcer, Peter
Christian—and the racket crescendos. He flips a dial and the clamor
cranks up another notch as “Cotton-eyed Joe,” that ubiquitous Texas
two-step, blasts from multiple wall speakers.
This guy controls the crowd’s mood swings, sound decibels, and
energy level, wielding his music and microphone like a cattle prod.
This guy is The Man, the Honcho, the Wizard of Oz back there
behind the bar. Who is this guy?
“Bobby Bonner,” he says, gripping my hand. “I own the place.”
Neither an alumnus nor a Montanan, Bonner first secured the
satellite coordinates for the UM/MSU clash more than ten years ago
at the request of two Montana ex-patriots, Pete Marinkovich and
Dave Kearns.
“That first year we had five fans watching the game,” Bonner says.
Recognizing the lucrative business potential, Bonner expanded his
Griz game coverage to include the entire season and now snags an
average of seventy fans each Saturday. Earlier this year, Bonner orga
nized a bus trip to the Northern Arizona game. Thirty Griz supporters
made the 250-mile trek to Flagstaff. “And we still had another thirty
watching the game here at the bar,” Bonner says.
The charismatic, good-humored Philadelphia native has gone
beyond the pale to create a chunk of Montana here in mid-desert.
Grizzly memorabilia—including a piece of the goal post from the 2001
national championship—rest behind the bar, and photos and posters,
along with a neon “Home of the Grizzlies” beer sign, cover the walls.
Bonner has made special trips to Missoula,
c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 24
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his cell phone and calls his buddy who is attending the game in
Bozeman so they can experience the moment together, although it’s
unclear what they’re able to say or hear over the din.
Last year’s shocker brought repeatedly loud howls from both sides
and increasing amusement from restaurant staff and non-partisans.
W hen a key late play went against the Griz and appeared to seal their
fate in 2002, cheers and shouts from the Bobcats gave way to a
shocked silence. That’s when a UMer summed it up by bellowing a
single, one-word obscenity. This year I hear someone shout, “If this
happens two years in a row I’m going to &*%#ing kill myself.”
The jaws of defeat are flexing and a person strikes up a conversa
tion with a serious fan during a key down at one’s peril. A t the games,
the schools cheer from opposite sides of the field. Here, there’s cheer
ing and cursing at the same table. The rivals are side-by-side and offer
ing plenty of ribbing (One joke: How do you get an MSU grad to
leave your porch? Pay him for the pizza.).
How serious do Griz take their football? One Montana friend, on
assignment in Washington this fall, dropped by to use my computer
and Internet connection several Saturdays running after he discovered
that Griz games could be seen on it in live, streaming video. (The pic
ture was small and low-quality and sometimes the video froze and the
audio description continued on; sometimes the connection was lost
altogether, but it provided enough information to follow the game.)
Today, as we lurch toward another loss to the Cats, I realize that
Andy Larson, who has been sitting nearby for much of the game, used
to be one of the players receiving the cheers; he kicked the winning
field goal with 39 seconds left against Marshall University in 1995
(and its now-pro quarterback, Chad Pennington), winning the
Grizzlies their first national championship and changing forever the
way football is seen in Montana.
This year, he’s watching the game slip away, pondering with many
others the tough reality of losing twice in a row after a sixteen-year
winning streak, and how, apparendy, not all’s perfect with the football
program.
Larson wishes he could be at the game; he catches the local show
ing every year and is glad he can. Despite living and working in the
Washington area, his allegiance is clear. At this game, as old contacts
are renewed and we realize how many Washingtonians among us are
really Montanans, he holds his toddler up toward the television and
makes sure she understands that she’s watching Griz football.

observing and soaking in the UM stadium atmosphere, which he
recreates every week for the fans via his Peter Christian take-off and
recorded Griz-fen favorites like “W ho Let the Dogs Out?”
I spot familiar feces across the room: Ed Wells, a Missoula restauranteur, and his wife, Evonne, an attorney. In town to celebrate their
sixteenth wedding anniversary, the Wellses booked a Town Car, a
fountain-view room at Bellagio, dinner for two at Agua, a tony new
eatery, and third-row center tickets for “Mystique,” one of Las Vegas’s
most sought-after shows. And y e t. . . here they are at Torrey Pines. I
have to ask why.
They both look at me as though I’ve burned a synapse. “We’re
here,” Evonne explains, in a voice reserved for small children—or
narcolepsy victims—“because it’s the Griz-Cat game. I haven’t
missed it since 1 was nineteen.” Ed pipes in: “We came right from
the airport.”
I’m dealing with some major fans here. Time to break out the
booty. My intention is to dole out the trinkets strategically, using
them as bargaining power: one Grizzly football for a highly
quotable bon mot. Two Monte Hershey bars for a Captain’s chair
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and some fightin’ room. Half a dozen lanyards for a couple of those
Cajun catfish bites I keep noticing everywhere, and so on.
But that’s not what happened.
A young man—not an unattractive one, by the way—sees what
I’m doing and sidles up.
• “I’m Lars Schindler,” he says, smiling. “Schindler, as in ‘the list.’”
N ot only is Lars good-looking in a blond, blue-eyed, young-guy
sort of way, but he also has a certain ethereal quality, that je ne sais
quoi—in other words, he actually peels those baby blues away from
the TV screen for a few blessed seconds and focuses on me. Talks to
me. O f his own free will!
Alas, he has an agenda—and after all, who among us doesn’t?
“I’m a totally random Grizzly fan,” he says. “Load me up, girl
friend.” Lars’ moxie and charm pay off. He walks away with a
Trifecta—Monte Bar, lanyard, and Grizzly football.
A pass is called back. “A-a-a-a-a-a-a-aw!” The ref blasts his
whistle. “Bo-0' 0-0-0-0' 0-0!” The tight end hesitates. “Ru-u-u-u-n,
you idiot!” The wide receiver fumbles. “Throw the bum out!”
United, intense, and focused, the fans out-strategize the coach, outpass the quarterback, and out-sack the tackle.
Nonetheless, at halftime we’re down 13-10.
“Muh-hi-i-i-i-i-i-i-ike Thuh-ho-o-o-o-olt!” Bonner bellows dur
ing the halftime raffle drawing, and a tall, pony-tailed fellow bounds
up to the bar and collects his prize—a beer cooler.
Two men hunch together at the bar, discussing the relative mer
its of Montana Tech versus UM. Others circulate the room, hunting
down old friends. “I just ran into my Sentinel High School football
coach,” says Ed Wells. “We played rugby together twenty years ago,”
says Ian Christopherson, a Las Vegas attorney, gesturing toward Pat
Tresch. “Yeah, Bobby’s got it down,” Tresch says, of the bar owner.
“But he doesn’t serve brains and eggs yet.”
Damn the luck___
Darren Cate, a Las Vegas financial consultant, asks for news
about his parents’ old college friends. “W hat’s Milt Datsopoulos
doing these days?” he asks. Today? Same thing you are, bud.
Watching the game.
A long, skinny table faces the largest TV screen. Seated are Griz
fans Bemie and Dick Beighle, on their way home to Montana from
an Arizona vacation; Greg Garrison and his father, Chuck—both
local businessmen; and Polly Jorgenson and Katherine Lightner, Las
Vegas-area school teachers.
“We got here at seven forty-five to get these seats,” Polly says.
“He’s got a hurt foot!” hollers Katherine, shaking a fist at the
screen. “Take’im out!” A woman behind me nudges my arm and
gestures toward a round-top table. “See that guy sitting over there V'
she says, sotto voce. “He knows Monte.”
“Well, actually,” I say, “I’ve met Monte myself. Sort of.” The

United, intense, and focused, the
fans out-strategize the coach, outpass the quarterback, and out-sack
the tackle.
woman is unimpressed. “No,” she says. “You don’t understand. That
guy’s a friend of Monte’s. Monte sent him here with footballs.”
Footballs, big deal, I’m thinking. I’ve got a whole suitcase full of ’em.
“Signed footballs,” the woman adds, then, as if she’s proved her
point, turns back to the game, now in its second half. I sneak a look
at Monte’s friend, sitting there, all smug, with his footballs. Oh,
excuse me. Signed footballs.
My attention shifts to the nearest television screen, where I see
trouble in paradise. The Bobcats have a 20-10 lead.
“Uh-oh,” says Evonne Wells. “Things are gonna get hostile.”
But that’s not what happened.
Out here in desert country, the fans seem satisfied just to be, for
a while, Montanans. Out here, winning or losing may just be sec
ondary.
“It’s a little piece of home,” Polly Jorgensen says. “People just
like us,” adds a tiny blonde woman standing next to Lars Schindler.
“Look! We got a whole wall of Anacondans here,” says Pete
Marinkovich, who started it all eleven years ago.
A final whistle ends the game and the Griz lose 27-20. The fans
are dignified and civil as they gather up jackets and purses. T hat is,
except for the Bobcat prancing through the bar wearing a hat he
made out of a rolled-up paper placemat and a blue-and-gold pom
pom—a peculiar amalgam of chef’s toque and Shriner’s fez. “Po-o-or
Grizzlies,” he sings, headgear teetering as he navigates the room.
No one even trips him.
“It seems sort of mean that we have to lose,” Bonner says, shak
ing his head as he swipes a rag across the bar top. Mean. Hmm. I
guess it is a little mean, come to think of it. As I head for the door,
a rosy-cheeked young fellow waves a plastic football in my face.
“Will you sign this for me?” he asks.
You betcha. I grab his proffered felt pen and sign with a flourish.
The fellow examines the ball, then raises his eyes.
“Jeepers. Thanks, Monte,” he breathes.
It was nothing, kid. Nothing at all.
Paddy O'Connell MacDonald, M.A.’81, is a writer and
editor for UM’s University Relations and a frequent contributor to the Montanan.
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T h e A nthro p o lo g y of T u rq u o ise Reflections on Desert, Sea, Stone, and Sky
By Ellen M eloy, M.S. ’79
N ew York: Vintage Books, a Division o f Random House, Inc., 2002, 324 pp., $14.00

llen Meloy’s meticulously crafted book, a Pulitzer-prize finalist,
is a geographical, emotional, and philosophical journey—an
artistic, thought-provoking blend of meditation, memoir, and
natural history with strategically placed, startling bursts of humor
tossed in the mix.
The book opens with an examination of color—its texture, lan
guage, power, and the response it provokes in humans: “irresponsible”
yellows, “vainful” pinks, the “demands of green,” the “highway-cone
authority” of orange, and, of course, turquoise blue: “. . . you can fall
right into it head first, something I tried often as a child. Blue was a
good place to go, a country unto itself, transcendent and calm — ”
From the Colorado Plateau to the Gulf of Mexico, Meloy drenches
us in sensory delights, from the bloom of desert paintbrush and the
smell of rain to the exquisite, mind-numbing beauty of parrot fish.
Along the way, she examines dreams, myths, and the mysteries of the
natural world. Planting readers in the Mojave Desert, she probes at the
underlying terror we have of our own powerlessness: “Even today. . .
there lingers the knowledge that the heat and aridity can kill you, and
if they do not, you might die from the intimidating despair evoked by a

E

vast emptiness that is wholly indifferent to I
your existence.”
Interspersed among philosophical musings «uc ujuenm giy
rendered passages detailing Meloy’s own early myths: “I thought I was
a boy. . . stuck in a messy but minor anatomical complication that
would eventually sort itself into a more certain gender.” Meloy gives
voice to universal childhood angst as she processes her frustration
with the dictums handed down by her Calvinistic father—“This
family shall not stay in a motel with a swimming pool”—her mistrust
of the adults’ version of her family history—“Too often the lives of my
relatives seemed to come as resumes”—and the underlying suspicion
that she might be “one animal that faces west when all the others face
east. . . that drinks backward at the waterhole.”
Meloy celebrates the radiance, the “full chase of beauty” that con'
fronts us every day. Above all, she exhorts us to pay attention to the
natural world and to pass it on to our children, that they, too, may
have the “chance for similar experiences of solitude, peace, and quiet
even if we have to stay home strapped to our sofas, sobbing with envywhile they go.”

T h e N e w M o n tan a S tory An Anthology
Compiled and edited by Rick N eivby ’76
Helena: Riverbend Publishing, 2003, 328 pp., $21.95

ick Newby’s anthology showcases a
Montana-specific smattering of the
stories we tell ourselves and each other
to enhance experience, dissipate grief, or facili
tate emotional survival. Secrets, fantasies, and
lies—necessary components of these stories—
abound in Newby’s judicious selection of fic
tion and non-fiction.
In “Haircut,” Ruth McLaughlin describes her impoverished child
hood and the intrepid means she took to overcome its limitations. In
her bedroom, using a clarinet reed as a guide, the high school-aged
narrator cuts her hair into three-inch lengths with a razor blade. At
school, she’s able to fob off the new hairdo as a salon cut. “Each day I
kept my secret was a triumph,” the girl says, as she generates one
small success into gutsier, more significant ones.
Aaron Parrett, in “Side of the Road,” recounts growing up with an
alcoholic father and the disparate stories—those of a drunk man and
those of a sober one—he needed to leam in order to “live with the
contradiction of mixed impulses.”
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In “A Lot of Living to Do” by David Horgan, the narrator inhabits
a complex network of lies, beginning with the whopper, “I came
home to, quote, get my act together, unquote.” During each of Nick’s
weekly nursing home visits to his grandmother Sylvia, he’s inundated
with mendacity, from the falsely cheerful “Hollywood-style old lady”
hawking adult diapers on television to the startling delusions that slip
in and out of the patients’ enfeebled minds. The story ends on a glori
ous, triumphant note, however, as Nick throws in his lot with those
patients who cling to the fantasies—however bizzarre—that allow
them to live out their final years with pizzazz.
In making his selections, Newby strove for a fresh approach—but
also restricted stories to those that relate to Montana reality, “howev
er each author prefers to define that reality.” Montana remains frontand-center, from Fred Haefele’s humorous take on the state’s “unique
brand of celebrity” following the Kaczynski and Freeman incidents to
Ron Fisher’s account of the Speculator Mine disaster in “Manus
Dugan” to Deirdre McNamer’s story of an inventive Montana real
estate agent cashing in on the hordes of people rushing west to grab
“a foothold in the last best place, as more of them bashfully put it”

To The Bone
By Neil M cM ahon, M .F .A . ’79
N ew York: HatperCollins Publishers Inc., 2003, 244 pp., $23.95

n this tantalizing mystery, Neil McMahon’s third, we’re again fol
lowing the roller-coaster career of Dr. Carroll Monks. Monks, who
spent ten years as a malpractice insurance company investigator, is
an ER physician in San Francisco. Divorced, he lives with three cats
who prowl the house “like thugs demanding tribute.” Monks has a
checkered past, some serious relationship issues, drinks too much, and
frequently butts heads with his fellow physicians.
The story opens with a woman’s frantic call to 911. An ambu
lance soon delivers young, beautiful Eden Hale to Mercy Hospital’s
emergency room in critical condition with unexplained respiratory
depression. Monks, after cataloguing her symptoms, makes an unusu
al treatment choice, against the opinions of his colleagues. In spite
of—or maybe because of—Monks’ efforts, the patient dies.
This isn’t Monks’ first contentious emergency room situation.
Years earlier, at a different hospital, he’d fought and won a wrongful
death lawsuit, but discovered in the process that “he had been mistak
en about many things, and people, that he had taken for granted.”
In the face of Mercy Hospital’s Quality Assurance committee hear
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B O O K S I N B R IE F
Hell’s Creek

This is Montana

An O ’Toole Novel by Patrick
Fox ’88

By Rick Graetz’68 and Susie
Graetz ’67

Lincoln, N E : Charles Patrick Fox, 2003,

H elena:

201 p p ., $ 1 4 .9 5

4 4 0 p p ., $ 2 5 .0 0

T his mystery n ovel
opens w ith a lightningpaced, corpse-strewn jour
ney that takes th e reader
from W ashington, D .C.,
to England to M ontana.
T h e action centers o n a
conspiracy tied to an
earthquake that occurred
fifteen m iles northwest o f W est
Yellowstone in 1978. T h e story is a
conglomerate o f politics, history,
science, fishing, and enough cliffhangers and red herrings to keep
the reader’s interest. Fox’s descrip
tions o f M ontana weather are
almost James Lee Burke-ian in their
lavish, richly-textured detail, and
the text com es alive w ith its liberal
sprinkling o f hard-baked, taciturn

T h e Graetz’s well-indexed col
lection o f essays, photography, and
maps serves up a comprehensive
guide to M ontana’s landscape and
its physical, historical, econom ic,
and cultural geography. T h e text,
revised and
expanded ver
sions o f Rick
Graetz’s syndicat
ed newspaper c o l
um n and lectures
from th e U M
geography course
h e teaches (aug
m ented by Susie
Graetz’s photographs), gives a
chronological framework to
M ontana’s developm ent, as well as
a regional breakdown. Writings o f
such luminaries as A .B . Guthrie,

M ontana characters.

L

Northern Rockies Publishing, 2 0 0 3 ,

ing, possible legal ramifications, and Monks’ own uncertainty
about his decision, he sets off, with his friend and former investigative
partner, Stover Larrabee, to unravel the mystery of Eden Hale’s death.
Monks’ quest steers him into the center of America’s obsession
with youth and beauty, and a Pygmalion-like plastic surgeon who
turns that obsession into cash. As Monks digs into Eden’s past he finds
himself drawn deeper into a seamy world, a world that “glittered on
the surface but was lined with broken glass.”
As he becomes disenfranchised with his place of employment and
distanced from Martine, the significant woman in his life, Monks begins
a race that, should he fail to win, could mean losing it all: “When
things started to go wrong, they seemed to go like an avalanche—first a
few rocks that you might be able to dodge, but then the whole moun
tainside tearing loose and coming down on your head.”
McMahon knows the idiosyncrasies of medicine, and he knows
California’s hot-tub-and-Cristal crowd. The readers’ glimpse at a privi
leged, self-absorbed culture is a fascinating one, and the clues keep us
turning pages.

Richard Hugo, Harry Fritz, and K.
Ross Toole are interspersed
throughout the book.

The China Files
By Doug Moulton '64
B loom ington, I N : D o u g M o u lto n , 2 0 0 3 ,
3 7 6 p p . , $ 1 5 .5 0

Father Nature
Fathers as Guides to the
N atural World
Edited by Paul S. Piper ’75 and
Stan Tag
lotua C ity : U niversity o f Io w a Press, 2 0 0 3 ,

181 p p ., $ 1 9 .9 5

T h e nin eteen personal essays in
this collection chronicle the
rewards and challenges o f father
hood, the ways that fathers shape
their children’s lives, and how often
the love betw een fathers, daugh
ters, and sons is expressed through
experience in nature. T h e stories
brim over w ith tide pools, fishing
holes, birds, redwood groves, ice,
trees, and small animals— and they
explore the essential role o f the
natural world in the experiences o f
having a father, growing up to
becom e a father, and o f losing a
father.

T his political thriller opens
w ith the disappearance o f ex-Army
Ranger N athan Davis, w ho vanish
es after illegally recording a m eet
ing betw een th e U .S . Secretary o f
C om m erce and C hinese govern
m ent officials. T h e resulting series
o f events culminates in an unau
thorized military strike into the
heart o f Shanghai— an operation
U nited States
President W ilson
Weber is
unaware o f until
Harrier aircraft
are only m iles off
th e coast o f
C hina. Read
carefully: O n e o f
th e characters is
rumored to be based o n President
George D ennison, another on
A lum ni A ssociation Director Bill
Johnston.

Spring 2004 M ontanan

27

The U niversity o f

Join distinguished faculty
and experience the diversity
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programs, begin advanced
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topics and explore new
| disciplines. Enjoy a relaxed
campus atmosphere, smaller
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outdoor activities.
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Donald C. Orlich ’5 3 , ’6 3 Mora Payne ’54, Oona and Uv
Class N o tes are com piled by Betsy Brown
Holmquist ’67, M .A. ’83. Submit news to the U M
A lum ni Association, Brandy Hall, Missoula, M T
59812. You may fax your news to (406) 243-4467 or
e-m ail it to C lassnotes@ UM ontanaAlumni.org.
Material in this issue reached our office by January
30,2004- Please contact U M A A with all name and
address updates at the above address or phone 877UM -A LU M S.

# 40s____
T h e 60th reunion for the class o f 1944 will be held
on campus May 13-15, 2004. C ontact the Alum ni
Office for further details.
William W. Tester ’49 received the University o f
Iowa College o f Pharmacy Distinguished Alum ni
Award in October. A resident o f A nna Maria, Fla.,
W illiam was credited w ith his vision for a new role
for the pharmacist— placing the pharmacist in the
patient care arena— and for helping create th e Iowa
Drug Information Service database.

’50s
T he 50th reunion for the class o f 1954 will be held
o n campus May 13-15, 2004. C ontact th e A lum ni
Office for further details.
Donald C Orlich '53, Ph.D. ’63, received this year’s
Educational Leadership and Excellence Award from
U M ’s Department o f Educational Leadership. D on
is professor emeritus at W ashington State University
in Pullman.
Mora MacKinnon Skari Payne ’54 visited Oslo,
Norway, with her daughter, Tala Skari, and grand
daughter, O ona Duroy, in May. They visited the
ancestral hom e o f Tala’s father, the late Carmen
Skari ’64, and spent several days with Uv Steen Blbt,
a Fulbright student and resident o f the Delta Delta
Delta house from 1952 to 1953. “W ithin the first
hour o f meeting, the 50 years vanished and we were
once again young,” Mora reports. Liv has served as
head o f the Norwegian Tennis A ssociation and now
enjoys g o lf and international travel. Mora, a
Missoula resident, is a current member o f the
U M A A Board o f Directors and remains involved
with her Tri Delta sorority.
John F. O'Malley ’55, M.Ed. ’62, retired from the
teaching field in 1987. H e and his wife, Jessie, reside
in Havre and report that their granddaughter,
Melissa Fink, is a 2003 U M graduate, and their
grandson, Ryan Fink, is a current U M student.
Kenneth R. Byeriy ’5 6 writes from his hom e in
Jericho, V t., that h e has “hiked over 2,000 miles on
th e Appalachian Trail, after facing south from
Maine in 1993.” Ken hopes to finish the remaining
123 miles in N orth Carolina and Georgia this year.
H e and his wife, Priscilla, are pictured on page 148
o f th e February 2004 G ood Housekeeping Magazine
in connection with a goat cheese popover recipe
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submitted by a bed and breakfast. “W e haven’t tried
the goat cheese popovers, and we haven’t stayed at
that particular bed and breakfast,” Ken writes. “W e
are friends, though, with one o f the o f the food
editors at G ood Housekeeping, and they needed
pictures.”
John L. Peterson ’57, J.D. ’57, retired ch ief judge of
th e U .S . Bankruptcy C ourt for th e state o f
Montana, received the State Bar o f M ontana’s high
est honor, the W illiam J. Jameson Award, in
October. John was noted for his 31 years o f service
as a bankruptcy judge, w hich makes him the longest
serving bankruptcy judge in the U nited States. John
and his wife. Jean Hollingsworth Peterson '56, reside
in Butte.

It ’60s

Marianne Moon ’73
addresses “why man feels alienated from and threat
ened by his universe.” A former trial lawyer and
computer scientist for Bell Laboratories, Robert lives
in Basking Ridge, N.J.
Fred I. Root 7 1 , an 18-year employee o f Bechtel,
is project manager for Bechtel Nevada Corporation
in Las Vegas. A recipient o f the U .S. Department of
Energy N ational Nuclear Security Administration’s
Defense Programs Award o f Excellence, Fred coor
dinated Bechtel’s efforts in a high explosive test that
measured seismic activity around th e world. The
experiment involved a single-point detonation of
approximately 40,000 lbs. o f primary explosives—
the largest, aboveground, conventional explosives
test ever conducted at th e Nevada test site 100 miles
north o f Las Vegas. “In another four years I’ll be in
Missoula,” Fred writes, “remodeling my house and
occasionally sitting at Rowdy’s Cabin on Reserve
Street, pondering the world.”

Connie Corette Kenney ’61 retired as head o f the
Butte Chamber o f Commerce, a position she had
held since 1990. C onnie received the Tourism
Person o f the Year Award for Montana in 2000. Her
plans include enjoying her four grandchildren and
continuing to serve as th e Southwest M ontana liai
son for the film office o f Travel Montana.

Michael J. Lyngholm 7 2 and his wife, Miriam
“Mickey” Perry Lyngholm 7 4 , have m oved to
Moscow, Idaho, where Mike is the steam plant
supervisor for the University o f Idaho. Previously
Mike worked for F. H. Stoltze Lumber Company in
Columbia Falls and Mickey worked for Flathead
Valley Community College in Kalispell.

Thomas J. Flaherty ’62, famed sportswriter for the
W isconsin State Journal and th e M ilwaukee
Journal, retired one day before his 60th birthday and
returned to Red Lodge, his childhood hom e. Tom
co-authored with Jim Ksicinski, th e former manager
o f the Milwaukee County Stadium visitors’ club
house, “Jocks and Socks: Inside Stories from a Major
League Locker Room.” T his non-fiction work pre
sents baseball stories from a new perspective—
inside the visiting teams’ clubhouse. Tom writes that
he is “trying to perfect the art o f bluegrass guitar
picking and dreams o f building a model railroad
empire in my basement.”

George E. Guntermann 7 3 , Salem, Ore., has been
installed as Senior Pastor o f Word in T h e Spirit
Fellowship. George has published “Footnotes From
G od,” and is finishing a book o f poetry. H e writes, “1
am still married to Randie— 35 years and counting
— and have three married daughters and four fine
grandchildren.”

Dennis J. “Bud" Williams ’66, M.Ed. ’70, was
appointed Montana Office o f Public Instruction
deputy superintendent. For the past three years Bud has
served as an interim superintendent for school districts
in Kalispell and Highwood. He and his wife, Eddie,
have raised three sons and have four grandchildren.

# ’70s
Jeffrey S. Amoss 7 0 retired as Forest Resource
staff officer in January 2003, after 33 years with the
U .S. Forest Service. His last 16 years were spent on
the Bitterroot National Forest in Hamilton. Jeff and
his wife, Jan, live in Hamilton and have two chil
dren, Jenelle S. Berthoud 95, Stevensville, and Jared
S. Amoss ’99, Missoula. Jeff is enjoying th e extra
time he now has for his five-year-old granddaugh
ter, Jenna Berthoud.
Peter E. Walther 7 0 was incorrectly tagged w ith a
1980 graduation year in th e W inter 2003
Montanan. H e is currendy tutoring a blind student
in math at Poison High School.
Robert A. Meldahl 7 1 , J.D. 7 4 , has written and
published “Being and the End o f History,” w hich

Marianne Moon 7 3 , coordinator o f Safe Schools
for Missoula County Public Schools, received the
2003 Lifetime A chievem ent in Social Work Award
from th e M ontana C hapter o f th e N ational
A ssociation o f S ocial Workers. M arianne has
worked at M CPS for 26 years and was noted for her
career-long exemplary performance in facilitating
partnerships with schools, agencies and individuals
in Missoula County.
James M. Roberts 7 4 , a 20-year Eureka-area game
warden with the Montana Department o f Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, received the Shikar-Safari Club
International’s W ildlife Officer o f the Year Award
for Montana in May. T his career-capping award
included kudos for Jim’s “keen insight into criminal
activities, and his ability to share that insight with
others and to solve cases using his superb interview
ing skills.”
Michael Bruce Roberts 7 4 , was named Alaska’s
tech teacher o f the year before his recent move to
Bigfork, where h e teaches technology classes at the
middle school and advises th e high school yearbook
staff. After years o f living and teaching in the
Alaskan peninsula bush, Mike and his family are
pleased to be back in his hom e state.
Rhonda Whiting 7 5 , M.Ed. ’84, J.D. *94, vice pres
ident o f com m unications for Salish Kootenai
Technologies Inc., has been appointed to th e Blue
Cross and Blue Sh ield o f M ontana Board o f
Directors. Rhonda was an instructor in U M ’s Native
American Studies program from 1986 to 1987.

For future

Class N otes
appearing in the Montanan, we will
be looking for colored photos of alumni
in action. We welcome colored, digital
photos (jpeg, dpi 300) with names of
all participants included.
Paul R. Bolt ’76

Dixie Goeres McLaughlin ’8 5 Cynthia Hllyard Vltone ’8 7

Paul R. Bolt 7 6 was named president o f M atthews
Four Seasons, Stockton, Calif., one o f Am erica’s
largest producers o f redwood garden products. Paul
has 27 years o f manufacturing, sales, marketing and
distribution experience and has worked in 43 coun
tries. H e and his wife, Becky, live in Stockton and
have two sons.

Rural Bioethics Project at U M in Novem ber 2002,
as the project manager o f a one-m illion-dollar grant.
T h e N ational Institute o f Environmental Health
S cien ces and th e N a tion al H um an G enom e
Institute granted funds to research and disseminate
th e social/econ om ic/eth ical issues arising from
asbestos m ining in Libby. D ixie also is certified in
H um an Participants P rotection Education for
Research Teams.

’80s

Timothy C. Fox ’81, J.D. ’87, joined th e H elena law
firm o f Gough, Shanahan, Johnson and Waterman.
Tim writes, “My wife, Karen, is a Carroll College
alumna, and my step-son, M ichael M cM ahon, is an
assistant football coach for th e back-to-back N A IA
N ational C ham pion Carroll C ollege Saints football
team. T h e Saints have a definite Griz style o f foot
ball, w ith Head C oach M ike Van Diest w ho once
coached at M ontana, Assistant C oaches Jim Hogan
and Travis W alker w ho both played for th e Griz, and
standout Saints players K evin M cC utheon and
M ike M ahoney w ho transferred from Montana.
Trips to Tennessee for national championship foot
ball games have becom e a com m on experience for
this football fan.”

Timothy W. Scott ’80, Fairbanks, Alaska, was pro
moted to Brigadier General in the U .S . A ir Force on
August 5, 2003. A master navigator with over 4,800
flying hours, Tim also serves as Commander o f the
Alaska A ir N ational Guard.
Mary Friedberg Weber '80 and her husband,
Bruce, ow n and operate South to Earth Ltd., in
Belgrade, where they hand produce W eber m an
dolins, the “finest mandolins in the world.” Mary is
also a realtor w ith Keller W illiams M ontana Realty
in Bozeman.
Robert L Gustin ’85, a resident o f Albuquerque,
N.M ., is the developer o f River Terrace Inn, a luxu
ry boutique hotel, which recendy opened in Napa, Calif.

Cynthia Hilyard Vltone ’87 and her husband,
Marcus, o f Pacifica, Calif., announce the arrival of
their son, Derek A nthony Vitone, o n January 9,

Dixie Goeres McLaughlin ’85 joined the National

2003. Cyndi moved to the Bay A rea after living sev
eral years in Tokyo, where she was an English
instructor for the Japanese Parliament and N H K
Television and a concierge for th e H otel Seiyo
Ginza.
Jennifer F. Isera ’89 writes from Washington,
D .C ., “I’m happy to report that I passed th e third
and final exam for Chartered Financial A nalyst in
May 2003 and have now received my C FA Charter.
I am a lead specialist w ithin th e World Bank, focus
ing on increasing access to financial services. I work
globally although primarily in Africa and A sia.”

#

’90s

*

Stefani Gray Hicswa ’91 earned her Ph.D. in edu
cational administration from the U niversity o f
Texas in Austin. Her dissertation research focused
o n th e role o f rural community college presidents in
community and econom ic developm ent. Stefani
and her husband, Scott T. Hicswa ’90, live o n a ranch
near Wilsall.
Ross L Moritz '93 was elected the 66th president
o f the M ontana Jaycees in September. A resident o f
Conrad, Ross was one o f ten recipients o f the

For a limited time only, join UMAA online and receive this special discount
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^ L A S S NOTES

Robert Guite, I.D. 9 5
Dennis Ham ilton Memorial Award for top state
Jaycees vice presidents in 2002.
Beth K. Price ’93 is the marketing director at
Pyron T echnologies Inc in M issoula. Pyron
Technologies, started by Dave Pyron ’92, grew from
a one-person business to its current size o f 20
employees. D ave is recognized nationally for bring
ing technology to orthopedic clinics.
Robert J. Guite, J.D. ’95, has been promoted to
partner in the Seattle office o f Lane, Powell, Spears,
and Lubersky, LLP. Previously Robert was a judicial
clerk to the Honorable W. William Leaphart o f the
Supreme Court o f Montana.
Helen C Wagenvoord, M .S. ’95, program director
for Wildspaces in Oakland, Calif., received a twoyear fellowship from the Environmental Leadership
Program. H elen was noted for her groundbreaking
environmental leadership and work.
Gillian Glaes Kissane ’97 and Sean Kissane,
Morrison, C olo., were married August 23 o n the
O val in front o f U M ’s Main Hall. G illy is a doctor
al candidate in history at th e U niversity o f
W isconsin in Madison and returned to Paris in
March to finish her research. Sean works in man
agement at the Denver R.E.I. flagship store.
Christopher W. Woodall, M.S. ’97, Ph.D. ’00, and
Emily Stuve Woodall '99 first dated as A SU M sena
tors during the ’98-’9 9 school year. They were mar
ried o n September 6 ,2 0 0 3 , and currently live in St.
Paul, M inn., where Chris is a research forester with
the U S D A Forest Service.
James M. Diefenderfer '99, a visualization engi
neer w ith Boeing in Boise, Idaho, has received two
major awards for his media/video communications
expertise: th e 2003 Top Media Producer Award for
non-entertainm ent media from AV V ideo
Multimedia Producer magazine and the 2003 Award
o f Distinction in the government-medical category
for th e Hemostatic A gent for Lifesaving production
from T h e Communicator Awards, an international
competition in media. “My productions help the
A ir Expeditionary Force Battlelab explain what
they are doing and how they are helping improve
the U .S . A ir Force,” James explains. “A nother pro
duction award— what a great way to start the N ew
Year!” he adds.
Patience A. Llewellyn ’99 and Aaron T. Murphy '01
were married August 16, 2003, in Billings by
Aaron’s father, an Episcopal priest. They reside in
Portland, Ore., where Aaron is a news producer at
KG W-TV. Patience graduated from Lewis and Clark
Law School, passed th e Oregon Bar and attends
classes at the University o f W ashington, working on
obtaining her LLM . in tax law. She shares an apart
ment in Seattle with Andrea Schmitt 00 and takes
the Amtrak back to Portland o n weekends. Patience
adds, “Aaron and 1 are hoping to be in Missoula for
Homecoming 2004- W e hear there’s an Advocate
reunion— justification for plane tickets!”
Molly C Millwood. M .A. *99, Ph.D. ’02, a post
doctoral fellow in clinical psychology at Stanford
University Medical Center, was named an assistant
professor o f psychology at Saint Michael’s College
in Colchester, Vt., this past fa ll She taught research
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Gillian 9 / and bean lussane

m ethods, personality theories and th e senior
practicum course and plans to start a small private
practice in the Burlington area for marital therapy.
M olly lives in Bristol, Vt., with her husband, Ari
Kirshenbaum.

’00s

Jam e s uierenoerier

raoence ueweuyn w
and Aaron Murphy *01

I n M emoriam
To be included in In Memoriam, the Alumni
Association requires a newspaper obituary or a letter
o f notification from the immediate family. We
extend sympathy to the families o f the following
alumni, faculty and friends.
Pauline Swartz Cogswell ’28, Emporia, Kan.

Shannon Dininny, M .A ’02, is a correspondent for
the Associated Press in Yakima, Wash. Shannon
joined the A P in H elena in 2000, later transferring
to Indianapolis, Ind., where she worked as the A P ’s
lead education reporter until her recent m ove to
Yakima.

Marie Biller Bruce ’29, Townsend

John Matthew Wagner. J.D. ’02, practices civil law
with Quatman & Quatman, PC in W hitefish.

Edmund Burke, J.D. ’34, Arlee

Kim N. Dobrtz ’03 is an on-air show host and mar
keting director for Creative Broadcast Services Inc.,
in Spearfish, S.D . Kim currently co-hosts Cavalcade
o f Sports, a weekly radio and W eb broadcast featur
ing coaches, athletes and commentary.

Jean S tan Higham ’34, Billings

Virginia Rankin Sedman Ronhovde '29, Bethesda, Md.
Francis Malone ’31, Buffalo, Wyo.
Anna Mae Crouse Hanks '32, Bozeman
Cornelia Stussy Fitzgerald ’33, San Mateo, Calif.

John V. Hale '34, Joliet, 111.
Richard A. Lake ’34, M .A. ’47, Missoula

.

John Gordon Griffith '35, Missoula
Russell D. Daigle ’36, Lake Oswego, Ore.
Marion Rusk Dunn '36, Missoula
Thomas H. Hayes ’36, M .S. ’37, Carlsbad, Calif.

N ew Life M embers

Helen Halloran Peregoy '36, Missoula

T h e following alumni and friends have made a
commitment to the future o f the U M A lum ni
A ssociation by becoming life members. You can join
them by calling 877-U M -A L U M S or visit our new
W eb site UM ontanaAlumni.org. A nnual member
ships and payment plans are available. T h e A lum ni
Association thanks them for their support.

William A. Olson ’38, Poison

Donald A. Nash, J.D. ’38, Bozeman
Walter S. “Blackie" Wetzel ’38, Helena
James Thomas Driscoll '39, Billings
Fred E. Jones ’39, Billings
IHS. “Sam” Marra ’39, Shelby
Stanley Louis Nybo '39, Billings
Philip W. Payne ’39, Springfield, Va.

Maria Little Cole, Stevensville

Robert E. Robbins ’39, Tacoma, Wash.

Leonard G. Deppmeier 7 6 , Havre

Gladys Badgley Roberts '39, Florence

Gary Herbig ’69, Havre

Jacqueline Akey Schommer ’39, W hitefish

Michael Higgs 7 6 , Eagan, Minn.

Martha “Mike” DeMers ’40, M.Ed. ’63, Missoula

Tamara Higgs Eagan, Minn.

Fred C Kibler ’40, Colorado Springs, C o b .

Cheryie Herbig Kapsak 7 8 , M .A.’89, Longmont, Colo.

Bernard W. Thomas, j.D . ’40, Missoula

Leslie Griffin Lawson ’67, Fieldbrook, Calif.

Eileen Miller Wimett ’40, Kennewick, Wash.

Mora MacKinnon Skari Payne ’54, Missoula

Lois Kingsford Farnum 41, Poison

Paul L LeRoux ’58, Chandler, Ariz.

William “Wezy” Shegina ’41, Anaconda

Linda Clark Lynch *66, M .A. ’68, Kirkland, Wash.

Alve John Thomas '41, M.Ed. ’49, Helena

Glenn L Martin ’80, Cedarville, Calif.

William V. Roth '42, W ilm ington, Del.

Michael R. Matovich ’0 1 , Portland, Ore.

Corinne Bonde Ackley '43, Hillsboro, Ore.

Kelly J. Murphy ’99, Oakland, Calif.

Barbara Jean “BJ” March! ’43, Helena

Julie Gemar Williams. Missoula

Nick W. Spiroff 43, Lewistown
Henry “Hank” Elespuru 44, Sacramento, Calif.

A reunion for all former

UM Resident Assistants
is being planned for June 17-19,2005.
For more information or to make sure you
are on the mailing list, please contact
K elly M agnuson at

KMagnuson@mso.umt.edu
or call 406-728-8253.

Cedi N. Brown, J.D. ’45, Tucson, Ariz.
Bertha A. Sandeil ’45, Fayetteville, N.Y.
William CA. Enke ’46, Missoula
Wilbur Swenson '46, M.Ed. ’51, Havre
Mary Lou Rasmussen Cook '47, M .A. ’65, Hamilton
Helen Gunkei Soper '48, Shelton, Wash.
Ernest H. Aiken '49, Fort Collins, C o b .

Change of Address ?
Please call 1-877-UM ALUMS
or send an e-mail to the
“Contact Us” link at
UMontanaAlumni.org
for name and address changes
or to stop receiving the Montanan.
Elizabeth Miller Breen ’49, Choteau

Barbara A. Corcoran, M.A. ’55, Missoula

Nancy Naumann Herrin ’67, Kalispell

John Russell Flattum ’49, Bozeman

Robert Neil Hunter ’55, Three Forks

Kenneth R. McDonald ’68, Billings

Charles W. “Scotty” Lea ’49, M.A. ’68, Poison

Jack Romaine Palmer ’55, Lakeside

Regina May Spencer ’68, Missoula

Edward E. Patterson ’49, Milwaukie, Ore.

Helen Schroeder Tremper ’55, M.S. ’61, Missoula

Irene Johnston UMck ’70, Lonepine

Barbara Greenwood Sniffed ’49, Oshkosh, Wis.

Virginia McBride Altman ’56, Berkeley, Calif.

Robert Carlton Narum, M.A. ’71, Missoula

Ann Landry Baldwin ’50, Missoula

Harvey L Welch ’56, Bozeman

Bruce M. Allen, M.Ed. ’72, Cascade

Edward F. “Barney” Berger ’50, Lewistown

Theodore J. Kluzek ’58, Bothell, Wash.

Donald C Davis, M.Ed. ’74, Tracy, Calif.

Norma Johnson Frederiksen ’50, Oakland, Calif.

Carol Corkish Arbuckle ’59, Concord, Calif.

Mark L Guenther ’74, J.D. ’78, Bozeman

Alman W. “Bill” Hegland ’50, Lakeside

Herbert William Caraway ’59, Billings

Marie M. Malmgren, M.Ed. ’74, Great Falls

Richard David McEldery '50, Dillon

Marguerite Gilbertson Dodge '59, M.A. ’65, Missoula

Michael Stewart Smartt 74, Great Falls

James Dennis McMahon ’50, Encinitas, Calif.

Betty Hanson Harrison ’59, Helena

Darlene Young Haines 75, Bozeman

Herbert J. York ’50, M.S. ’53, Missoula

John George Stevens ’59, Great Falls

Douglas B. Maryott 76, Dalton Gardens, Idaho

K.M. Bridenstine, J.D. ’51, Finley Point

Cariene Tysel ’59, Sumner, Wash.

Gordon Ross Puckett 76, Sunburst

Vem L Fisher ’51, Banning, Calif.

Kenneth L Eames ’60, Billings

David C Wheeler, M.A. 76, Billings

Don C Mellgren ’51, Stevensville

Bernice Deglow Cordier ’61, Columbia Falls

Robert B. Brown, M.Ed. 77, Kalispell

Mary Lee Bonnett Canter ’52, Hemet, Calif.

Patricia Maher Henriksen ’61, Poison

Robert J. Munro 79, ’83, Missoula

Janece Johnson Bertschi '53, Federal Way, Wash.

Tilford Clyde Shlpe ’62, Columbia, Mo.

Chun-Ho Pat 79, Hemet, Calif.

Margaret Loveall Lehman ’54, Missoula

Eugene A. Mack, M.Ed. ’66, Helena

Michael William Thomas ’80, Chandler, Ariz.

Nancy Brodie Paul ’54, Missoula

Ann Barrett Casselman, M.S. ’67, Hamilton

Randy L Penninger '81, Portland, Ore.

Donald C Ryan ’54, Missoula

Olive Mae Stordahl Glover ’67, Great Falls

Ruth A. Iliff, M.Ed. ’82, Libby

Tracking Our Region's Econom y
We at D.A. Davidson & Co. are proud to introduce the
Davidson 99 Regional Stock Index, providing a valuable
perspective on the unique economic landscape o f the
Northwest and northern Rocky Mountain region.
With names like Nordstrom, Albertson's and Plum Creek Timber
represented, the index was created for investors like you — with an
interest in our region. You can track the Davidson 99, with comments
from our chief market strategist, at www.dadavidson.com.
This index is not managed or sold. Companies in the index may or may not be covered
by D A Davidson & Co. research analysts.

D.A.
DAVIDSON Davidson
COMPANIES & Co.
m em ber

Financial advice for the long run
dadavidson.com
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Billings • Bozeman • B utte • Dillon

• Great Falls • Ham ilton

• Havre • Helena • Kalispell • Livingston • Missoula • Whitefish
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Montanan Classifieds

LASS NOTES

Alumni Contact

Richard Brown Strlpp '82, Poison
Randolph C Pearson '83, Kalispell
Thomas David Jahr ’84, Highlands Ranch, Colo.
Roland J. Borden '89, Missoula
Marlene K. Maloney '90, Sparks, Nev.
Timothy N. Clauss '94, Littleton, Colo.

Births
Taylinn Brianne Garrett to Brenette M. Garrett,
M.B.A. '95, February 28,2003, Butte

T h e A lum ni Association is looking for a few
good w o m e n . . . and men: Are you interested in
serving o n the A lum ni Association Board of
Directors? Each spring six new members are
elected to three-year terms o n our board.
Applications are due by April 1, 2004, and are
available on the U M A A Website,
www.umt.edu/alumni, or by calling
Katie Stanton at 877-862-5862.

Made In Montana
Adam Lewis Race to Lewis W. Race ’90 and Amber
Race, July 11, 2003, Seattle

Brian D. Howell, M.A. ’94, Monoma, Wise.
B ette Jo Darby Carlow, J.D. 95, M.P.A. ’01,

Fairfax, Va.
Kenneth Galen York, M.A. ’97, Austin, Texas
Jeremy Dale Hamma '98, Seattle
John Patrick Fisher ’99, Missoula
Nathan Carl Dague ’04, Missoula
Katharine Mary Byrd ’07, Wolf Point
Kristopher Reuben Davis ’07, Missoula
Harold W. Bockemuehl, Missoula
Rosemary S. Coleman, Missoula

Addison Glynn Partin to Anne K. Duffy '97 and
Derral Partin, October 13, 2003, Austin, Texas
Nikolas Burton Wastcoat to John B. Wastcoat ’93
and Valerie Wastcoat, October 24, 2003, Waltham,
Mass.
Joshua Curtis Norman to Tracy Opsahl Norman ’97
and Gregory Norman, October 31, 2003, Olympia,
Wash.
Jace Dey Bracelin to Georell Copps Bracelin ’85 and
Gary Bracelin, November 15, 2003, Bend, Ore.

Naomi Owen Collins, Spokane, Wash.
Thomas J. Collins, Missoula
Earl F. Dennison, Kalispell
William “Biff” Hall, Sioux Falls, S.D.
June Haswell, Billings
Mary Belle Hileman, Victor
Dale Ross Kidder, Missoula
Metta “Betty” King, Kalispell
Harold “Bud” Lake, Missoula
Robert WaRer Lange, Missoula
Pauline E. Rebich, Missoula
John N. Shephard, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Richard P. Sheridan, Missoula

Aiden Wade Bennett to Peggy Pollem Bennett '94
and Eric Bennett, November 22, 2003, Lake
Oswego, Ore.
Elizabeth Hazelton Wells to Emily Hazelton Wells
’92 and Todd Wells, November 26, 2003, Colorado
Springs, Colo.

ffifiereyour fieari ts
ClearwaterRiverRealty.com
SmithRiverRealty.com
SeeleySwanVacations.com

1-^00-577-2012
Info® SeeleySwanBrokers.com
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Coffees fe? Teas
Glacier Blend
G rizzly Blend
Evening in Missoula
M ontana Gold

SINCE W w

Marshall Joseph Astle to Timothy Mark Astle
’93 and Angie Hanson Astle '94, December 2,2003,
Anchorage, Alaska

BUTTERFLY HERBS

Blake Robert Wilkinson to Bryce C Wilkinson '98
and Lora Lee Wilkinson, January 21, 2004,
Spokane, Wash.

Purchase Backroads videos

232 N. HIGGINS AVE. • MISSOULA, MT 59802
to il free 888.728.8780 406.728.8780
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T-Shirts & Beer Stuff from
Moose's Saloon in Montana!
FREE color brochure available
Mooslly Mooses . PO Box 668. Kalispell. Montana 59903
Phone: 1-406-755-6667
Fax: 1-406-755-9391
web* http://www.montanaweb.corn/rnooses
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Technology for businesses and medical offices

X Sp
M

o n

T €

}olA C K

GALIeRY
Seasons o f C hange,
the new poster
celebrating the
prettiest cam pus in
the country.

T h e U n iv e r s it y
of M O N T A N A

139 West Front
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poster purchased benefits
the University of Montana.
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" O f f W R u n n in " '

Only 300 25.5" x 32" Limited Edition, Signed and Num bered
Prints will be m ade available to th e public.
$500.°° unfram ed, $800.°° m atted and fram ed.
Orders may be placed through the First N ight Office
by calling (406) 549-4755. Visit ou r website a t
www.firstnightm issoula.org
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ALUM NI
A SSO C IA T IO N
BOARD
O F D IR E C T O R S

President
R. Michael W. Higgs ’76
Eagan, Minn.

President-elect
Mary Ellen Cawley Turmell *64
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.

Vice President
Robert J. Seim ’59
Missoula

P ast President
Joseph R. Whittinghill ’89
Seattle

Board o f Directors
Lisette E Carter ’90
Spokane, Wash.
Frank G. D ’Angelo ’90
Missoula
Philip C. Doty ’64, ’74
Fairfield, Calif.
Russell M. Hatch ’78
Mobridge, S.D.
Marcia E. Holland ’76
Fairbanks, Alaska
David T. Kearns ’68, ’74
Townsend
Donald W. Kinney ’64
Lakewood, Colo.
Donalee Beary LaBar ’65
Great Falls
Tiffany Gribble Madden ’86
Billings
Michael J. McDonough ’72
Dallas
Mora MacKinnon Payne ’54
Missoula
Duncan A. Peete ’91
Billings
Barbara Lee Pollem ’61
El Cajon, Calif.
Patrick M. Risken ’81
Spokane, Wash.
Bemd A . Schulte ’65
Ocean Ridge, Fla.
Colleen M. Schwanke ’94
Bozeman
Zane G. Smith ’55
Springfield, Ore.
Jason Thielman ’98
Helena

Alumni Office
Bill Johnston ’79, ’91
Executive Director
Brandy Hall
The University of Montana
Missoula, Mont. 59812-7920
406.243.5211
1-877-UM-ALUMS
alumni@mso.umt.edu
www.UMontanaAlumni.org
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UM C elebrates Its
111th Birthday
B y B etsy H o l m q u is t

estled between this year’s Valentine’s Day
and Mardi Gras was another fine celebra
tion, UM’s Charter Day, honoring the
founding of the University 111 years ago.
Earl Old Person, chief of the Blackfeet Nation
and current member of the Blackfeet Tribal Business
Council, spoke on "Fifty Years of Leadership in
Indian Country" at the tenth annual Native
American Lecture sponsored by the O ’Connor
Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Nine outstanding University students, faculty,
alumni, and friends were honored with awards and a
reception on February 18.
The UM Alumni Association presented Pat and
Don Simmons with the Montana Alumni Award.
Now retired, Don served as a faculty member, chair
of the Music Department, and associate dean for the
School of Fine Arts during his twenty years at UM.
Pat originated Missoula’s Out to Lunch program and
was the executive director of the Missoula
Downtown Association from 1985 to 1993. Their
children, Elizabeth 78, J.K. “Kim” 78, and David
’83, and son-in-law, John O ’Neill 78, are all UM
grads. Tireless volunteers, the Simmonses helped
coordinate Thoughtful Neighbors, an advocacy group
of UM district residents, and the fell ice cream social
held to celebrate the return of UM students to the
University district.
Jacole Douglas, a sophomore from Plymouth,
Minnesota, received the ASUM Student Service
Award. Jacole was noted for her ability to get stu
dents involved and for her work with Habitat for
Humanity. The Robert T. Pantzer Award was pre
sented to Roberta D. Evans, professor of educational
leadership in the Department of Educational
Leadership and Counseling and former department
chair, director and dean of the School of Education.
Helena alums John ’47 and Katy Shallenberger ’49
Delano received the Neil S. Bucklew Presidential
Service Award. Education Professor Audrey Koehler

N
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Montana Alumni Award Recipients, Pat and Don Simmons

Peterson ’67, former chair of the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction, received the Montana
Faculty Service Award. Mathematics Professor
Johnny W. Lott received the George and Jane
Dennison Faculty Award, and Kristine Csorosz, a
groundskeeper III with UM’s facility services,
received the George and Jane Dennison Staff Award.
The weekend continued with Griz and Lady Griz
basketball victories over the Bobcats, the Montana
Repertory Theatre’s production of A Streetcar Named
Desire, art exhibits, movies, and recitals. A grand cel
ebration for a grand institution, 111 years strong.
Laissez les bans temps rouler!

A lum ni Schedule

of

Events

April 2004
8

Community Lecture Series, Great Falls

17

16th Annual W. Pennsylvania Alumni
Gathering, Oakmont, PA

22

Community Lecture Series, Great Falls

27
3 0 -5 /8

Alumni Gathering, New York City
International Travel, Dordogne River,
France

May 2004
7 -2 0

International Travel, Holland and
Germany River Cruise

The B est Show in Town
B y B et sy H o l m q u is t

uesday nights in the U C Theater
are attracting a different crowd
these days. A slightly older crowd.
No blockbuster movies, popcorn, or soft
drinks. Instead, attendees at this year’s sixth
annual UM Alumni Association-sponsored
community lecture series are drinking in
“The New Europe” in six lectures presented
by five top UM ’s professors.
Gerald Fetz, interim dean for the College
of Arts and Sciences, professor of German
studies and former dean of the Davidson
Honors College, opened the series with
“The Idea of Europe.” He was followed by
Adjunct Associate Professor Mark Johnson,
executive director of the World Affairs
Council, who spoke on “The Good,

T

the Bad and the Ugly: The United States
and Europe: A Policy Overview.”
Research Professor Richard Erb spoke on
“The European Union, Part 2: Current and
Future Challenges.” Joanna Shelton,
adjunct faculty member of the Davidson
Honors College, spoke on “United States
and Europe, Cooperation and Competition:
Trade Policy as a Case Study.” History
Professor Richard Drake presented “The
Soul of Europe.” The final lecture was fol
lowed by a European wine tasting.
Great Falls UM and Montana State
University alumni sponsored four lectures
this spring. UM Research Professor Jerry
Bromenshenk spoke on “Bee All that You
C an Be: From Nanochips and Bees to

Livestock Management and Security.” He
was followed by two MSU professors: Scott
Creel on “African Wild Dogs, Wolves and
People” and David Large on “Still Friends
After All These Years? German-American
Relations Post 9/11.” UM Regents Professor
Paul Lauren concluded the Great Falls
series with “The Revolution in Internation
al Human Rights.”
The success of University-sponsored
community lecture series programs has
grown across Montana. As we went to
press, alumni in Kalispell and Butte were
setting dates and making arrangements for
their initial lecture programs. For more
information on the series, please contact
UMAA at 877.UM.ALUMS or visit our
new Web site: www.UMontanaAlumni.org

UM ontana A lumni.org

New Address
Great, New Connection
The long-anticipated new alumni Web
site is finally here. “It was a long process,”
says UMAA Associate Director Julie
Schwartz, “but we wanted to make sure we
got all the features and functionality just
right before launching.” Pyron Techno
logies, a local alumni-owned firm, designed
the new site and programmed all the inter
active features. A t UMontanaAlumni.org
former students can update their preloaded profiles, register for free e-mail for
warding, shop for alumni memorabilia, and
check out all upcoming events. In addi
tion, alumni can register for events, see
who else is attending, and join UMAA, all
on-line. The site also contains links to

other popular campus sites including ath
letics, career services and admissions and
features photographs by Terry Sweeney.
Transactions are secured with Verisign.
“Security and privacy are a major concern
to us and our alumni,” says Schwartz. “For
that reason, we give everyone the ability to
hide specific information they don’t wish
to be made public.” Only dues-paying
alumni are eligible to perform searches for
former classmates. “This is one of the main
reasons folks want to participate with their
alumni association, to reconnect with old
friends,” she says. Dues-paying members
also can read and receive the alumni
newsletter, “Alumni Activities,” on line.

Julie Schwartz logs on to UMontanaAliunni.org

Alumni are encouraged to log in using
their I.D. number, the nine-digit code on
their Montanan label, or by inputting their
current e-mail address. Once logged in,
alumni are asked to create a unique name
and password. “We encourage all UM
alumni to explore all the features and sub
mit Class Notes and other news," Schwartz
adds. Community sites will connect alum
ni involved in UM groups and organiza
tions while students and alumni returning
for their class reunions or other get-togeth
ers. Log on today. Get Connected. Stay
Connected with the new alumni Web site.

Spring 2004 M ontanan

37

Journalism School Will Replace Aging
Building with Don Anderson Hall
tart of construction is still weeks
away, but the School of Journalism
has already named its building Don
Anderson Hall.
Anderson was principal negotiator for
Lee Enterprises in the 1959 purchase of
five M ontana daily newspapers from the
A naconda Copper Mining Company, a
move hailed by many as the liberation of
the M ontana press from the tight rein
th at characterized A naconda policy.
Approval of the name came at the
state Board of Regents’ January meeting
and paves the way for construction to
begin this spring on a $ 12-million facility
to replace the building that has housed
the journalism school since 1936. The
new 57,000-square-foot facility will sup
port growing student enrollments,
changes in technology, and integration of
the school’s award-winning print, photo,
and broadcast journalism programs.
T he building is to be constructed with
private funds, $10 million of which has
already been committed, mostly from
friends, family, and colleagues of the late
Lee executive. T he school’s director of
development, Curtis Cox, said fund rais
ing for the remaining construction costs is
underway. He is available to talk about
gift opportunities and can be reached at
406-243-2585 or 800-443-2593.
Journalism Dean Jerry Brown, who
knows Anderson only from historical
records and conversations with his
friends, describes him as a consummate
diplomat and a man of impeccable char
acter with a “commitment to the princi
ples of a free press in a democracy.”
“To call him the ‘Abraham Lincoln of

S
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M ontana journalism’ [as his 1978 obituar
ies did, describing his liberation of the
M ontana news media from control of the
Anaconda Company] is not an overstate
ment,” says Brown. W hen Anderson was
inducted into the M ontana Journalism
Hall of Fame, it was noted that in con
trast to Anaconda Company policies, he
personally “encouraged and inspired his
M ontana editors and publishers to exer
cise their new freedom with complete and
fair news coverage, hard-hitting editorial
positions on issues, and reader access to
newspaper columns with letters to the
editor.”
Brown says Anderson’s values as a
newspaperman mirror those of the
M ontana school. His
spirit is closely
aligned to the
J-School’s mis
sion to be a
“closely
defined profes
sional school,”
which stresses
the fundamen
tals of accurate,
clear, and ethical
reporting, and does not
dilute its curriculum with mass
communications, public relations, and
advertising. Dedication to th at mission
has made U M ’s journalism school one
that is nationally known and respected.
In the last five years, U M has been
among the top ten out of 109 accredited
journalism programs in the Hearst com
petitions for student writers, photogra
phers, and broadcasters.

Besides the mark Anderson made on
the journalism profession, Brown says he’s
struck by the number of contributions to
the building project th at have come from
individuals who would describe them
selves as friends, rather than colleagues.
Among chief contributors to the pro
ject are Anderson’s daughter and son-inlaw, Sue and John Talbot of Missoula.
John Talbot, former publisher of the
Missoulian, was also a Lee colleague of
Anderson’s, as was Lloyd Schermer and
his wife, Betty, who now live in Aspen,
Colorado. Schermer is the former presi
dent of Lee Enterprises. O ther family
friends who made major gifts to the build
ing are Stephen and Margaret Tse of

Montclair, New Jersey, and the Walter A.
and Dorothy Jones Frautschi Charitable
Trust of Madison, Wisconsin; as well as
the Lee Foundation, and Penny Peabody,
a former Lee reporter and editor and past
chairman of the UM Foundation board of
trustees, and her husband Jerry, Mercer
Island, Washington. O ther major con
tributors to the building project are Ben

Pollner of London, England, and Alice
Pollner, New York. T he Pollners are par
ents of T. A nthony Pollner, a 1999 JSchool graduate, in whose memory they
made a gift for a suite of offices for the
M ontana Kaimin.
W hile details of A nderson Hall are
not totally solidified, the building con
cept is. A four-level structure, it will
have a variety of classroom configura
tions, seminar rooms and studios, produc
tion rooms and laboratories, and moder
ate-sized classrooms. It also will house a
350-seat auditorium and the journalism
library. Offices are planned for resident
and visiting faculty members.
A nd, for the first time in more th an a
generation, all journalism programs will
be together under one roof to facilitate
collaboration among students and faculty.
“W e live in a multimedia world,” Brown
says. “Print journalists need to know
principles of broadcasting and vice versa.
Photographers work in design. Electronic
and still photojoumalists influence each
other.”
Possibilities are endless, Brown
believes, as he talks about being able to
host programs for working professionals,
such as media management seminars, and
enhancing the school’s reputation as a
leader in Native American journalism.

COT Library
Gets Extensive
Cookbook
Collection
^ ^ ^ h e former chief legislative aide to
U.S. Senator Mike Mansfield has
1 given a collection of contemporary
cookbooks to the Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Library.
Raymond Dockstader ’52 donated
some of his extensive collection of con
temporary cookbooks, many of which are
signed and inscribed first editions. A few
of the rarest volumes will be placed in the
library’s archives, but the great majority
of the collection, valued at over $10,000,
will be housed at the U M College of
Technology Library for the principal use
of students and faculty in the culinary
arts program.
W hen it came time for Dockstader to
cull his collection, it was his interest in
giving something back to M ontana and
supporting an academic program at his
alma mater that prompted the gift,
according to Frank D’Andraia, dean of
library services. “I had no idea the
University had this program,” Dockstader
said, but after learning of the U M culi
nary arts program, he recognized th at his

Delanos Chosen fo r 2004
Bucklew Award
John ’47 and Katy Shallenberger ’49
Delano of Helena received the Neil S.
Bucklew Presidential Service Award at the
University’s Charter Day observance in
honor of their long-standing commitment
to communicating UM’s strengths and
needs to their community and the state.

books would have great value as a teach'
ing collection.
Many of Dockstader’s books featured
recipes for desserts and pastries, because
he enjoyed baking and making confec'
tions. During his time in Mansfield’s office,
he often brought treats for his colleagues,
especially his famous almond roca, which
he gave as gifts at Christmas. T h e last
few years he made it, h e had to enlist
helpers, and so
he decided th at
he had to call
an absolute halt
to the practice.
After a time,
Mansfield
approached him
and asked, “Ray,
Original artwork by Ray
Dockstader is th e design for
why have you
bookplates marking volumes
from th e cookbook collection taken me off the
that he donated to the
list for the
Mansfield Library.
almond roca?
H ave I offended you in some way?”
Dockstader said, “I told him ‘certainly
n o t’. I had just had to stop making it
altogether. T h e Senator just said ‘O h ’
and walked away.” Mansfield had been
very fond of Dockstader’s candies.
Besides his cookbook collection,
Dockstader also collects ceramic and
medallion art and has a collection of
ceramics at the A rchie Bray Foundation
for Ceramic Arts in Helena. H e’s also an
accomplished artist himself. Library
donors who make gifts like Dockstader’s
are allowed to select or design a book
plate to place in their volumes. Dock
stader, whose specialty is petit point, for
which he has earned many honors from
the Woodlawn Plantation Needlepoint
Exhibition and Com petition, created a
piece for his design and it will signify the
books in the Dockstader cookbook
collection.

John and Katy Delano
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Warm Hearts
are Found at
Hunter's Glen.

The Place to Steij in M^mtla
• Close to Airport, Shopping
and University
• Complimentary Breakfast Buffet
• Outdoor Hot Tlib & Swimming Pool
I • Meeting,
Wedding & Banquet Facility
I • Casual Dining & Live Entertainment

ON)
Missoula's Premiere Assisted Living

1 1609 W. Broadway • Missoula, MT _ . |
I \1-80Qr286-2316
-800-286-2316 *
• 343-7231
543-7231 1 ■ ■
I email: InnonBroadway@blackfootnet
inoonBroadway@blackfoot.net in te r n e t
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A merica ' s First Laptop?

$20.00*

Modeled After Captain Clark's Own Portable Writing Desk
Journey among the Corps of Dfeowery with your personal reprodud^ot
Captain Clark's portable writhgdesk. This authentic fascimile from
the late 18ft certarytsavaiable in your

Professionally
Framed
Black or Gold
Anodic Metal

$175.00’
1 3/4” Wide
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$195.00*
Conservation

Mounts
’ pricesdo not
include s&b

Order On-Line a t
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i t 's a l l a b o u t
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M ilC ia m sG & W eg m r
I f in e f u r n it u r e i n c .

1121 W. Kent
Missoula, MT 59801

: UMontanaAlumni. org

or save shipping f t handling fees by baying directly at the Alumni Association Office
located in Brantly Hall on The University o f Montana Campus.
A portion o f all sales benefit UMAA. ™
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We'll sit up, speak, and roll the presses for our readers, but...

Please
Don't
Make!
Us ,
I B eg,

Those voluntary subscriptions have become more than treats for us.
We're counting on them for part of our budget.
They also tell us you care. Which is even more important, because we're
basically love hounds. Show us some love. Help us keep the UM pack together.
Reward us with a voluntary subscription-$15 (or whatever you can afford). Send it
to The Montanan, 315 Brantly Hall, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.

Montanan

TAX
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FOR MONTANA
RESIDENTS

SPECIAL
1

5

1

-

0

Hb 1 w h en she is |

P rep ay y o u r child s college: education today
a t a fractjpn o f to m o rro w s prices w ith the
CollegeSure® 529 Plan.

The M ontana Family E ducation Savings Program
is a unique, state-sponsored section 529 plan
th a t m akes it easier than ever to save for college.
College Savings Bank, program manager, offers
CollegeSure® C D s -- certificates o f deposit indexed
to college costs and guaranteed to meet future
tuition, fees, room and board. And there are a
w ealth o f federal and state tax benefits. In fact,
M ontana residents can d educt from state taxable
income u p to $3,000 p er y e a r ($6,000 joint) on
program contributions.
Check out these unbeatable features:
• CollegeSure C D s are guaranteed to m eet future
tuition, fees, room and board no m atter how high
costs climb! And y o u r principal and interest are
backed by the full faith an d credit o f the U.S.
governm ent up to $ 100,000 p er depositor.
• P arents can retain control of the assets and obtain
favorable financial aid treatm ent.
• Earnings grow 100% tax free and distributions
are 100% tax free w hen used to pay for college.®
• Special gift and estate tax benefits m ake the
program attractive to grandparents, too. '
• A ny family in the U.S. may participate regardless

income.
• U se at an y eligible college, university, p ro p rietaiy
o r vocational school w orldw ide.
• S tart w ith ju st $250. O r set u p direct deposits for
as little as $25 per pay period o r $100 per m onth
from y o u r financial institution. D o it today!

M
O N TA N A
FAMILYEDUCATION SAVINGS
C a ll to ll-fre e fo r a n in fo rm a tio n

k it:

800-888-2723
Monday through Friday, 7 am - 4 pm ]V\T

I* Changes in tax law affecting 529 plans enacted under the 2001 Tax Bill (EGTRRA), including favorable tax treatment of certain distributions, are due to expire in 2010 unless extended or made perman
© 2003 College Savings Bank, member FDIC. All rights reserved. College Savings Bank is program manager and account depository for the Montana Family Education Savings Program Mailino
*3
act Con9re
Montana 59624. CollegeSure* CD is a unique investment product the creation and origination of which is covered by one or more patents owned by College Savings Bank. The CollegeSure CD is a ^
™ Box ^ 3 2 , Hele;
fees, room and board at independent colleges and universities. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Not insured by the state of Montana. Neither the principal invested nor the ifw pom.nt
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